Niagara Falls City School District and Niagara Falls Teachers (2006) by unknown
 
NYS PERB Contract Collection – Metadata Header 
 
This contract is provided by the Martin P. Catherwood Library, ILR School,  
Cornell University.  The information provided is for noncommercial educational use only.   
 
Some variations from the original paper document may have occurred during the 
digitization process, and some appendices or tables may be absent.  Subsequent 
changes, revisions, and corrections may apply to this document. 
 
For more information about the PERB Contract Collection, see 
http://digitalcommons.ilr.cornell.edu/perbcontracts/ 
 
Or contact us: 
Catherwood Library, Ives Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853 
607-254-5370    ilrref@cornell.edu
 
 
Contract Database Metadata Elements   
 
Title: Niagara Falls City School District and Niagara Falls Teachers (2006) 
 
Employer Name: Niagara Falls City School District   
 
Union: Niagara Falls Teachers     
 
Local:     
 
Effective Date: 07/01/06   
 
Expiration Date: 06/30/10   
 
PERB ID Number: 5752   
 
Unit Size: 715   
 
Number of Pages: 84     
 
 
 
For additional research information and assistance, please visit the Research page of 
the Catherwood website - http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/library/research/
 
For additional information on the ILR School - http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/
 
RELATIONS HOARD 
R E C E I V E D  
Between the 
of the city of 

PREAMBLE 
rHIS AGREEMENT, made this 21st day of November 2005 by and 
between the BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF NIAGARA FALLS, 
NEW YORK (hereinafter called the Board), party of the first 
part, and the NIAGARA FALLS TEACHERS (hereinafter 
called the NFT), party of the second part, WITNESSETH: 
UVHEREAS, the Board has recognized the NFT as the exclusive 
representative of its employees within the negotiating unit 
hereinafter described for the purposes of collective 
negotiations and administration of grievances as hereinafter 
provided and has extended to the NFT the rights incident to 
such recognition as provided by Article 14 of the Civil Service 
Law, and 
NHEREAS, the parties declare that their mutual aim is the 
furtherance and advancement of the cause of providing quality 
education for the school district of the City of Niagara Falls 
and to that end to promote harmonious and cooperative 
relationships between the Board and its said employees, and 
NHEREAS, the parties have mutually negotiated in good faith in the 
determination of the terms and conditions of employment of 
said employees and the administration of grievances arising 
there under and have reached agreement thereon and desire to 
reduce such agreement to writing, 
VOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the 
mutual agreements and covenants hereinafter set forth, the 
parties do hereby mutually agree to the following articles. 
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Article 1 
RECOGNITION AND FAIR PRACTICES 
The Board recognizes the NFT under provision of Article 14 of the Civil Service Law, as the exclusive and sole 
representative for the purpose of negotiating collectively the terms and conditions of employment of all employees within the 
negotiating unit. The negotiating unit shall consist of the following positions: classroom teachers, counselors, regular 
substitutes, teachers on leave, psychologists, psychometrics, teachers on special assignment, attendance teachers, librarians, 
helping teachers, daytime home teachers, school social workers, special teachers, adult basic education teachers, teacher 
assistants, Pupil Services Assistants and ISR Monitors Unless otherwise indicated, the term "teachers" as hereinafter used 
shall be deemed to refer to said employees and no others. 
The Board further recognizes the NFT as the sole and exclusive representative of the teachers in the administration and 
processing of grievances as set forth in Article 3.2.1 of this Agreement. 
The NFT agrees to maintain its eligibility to represent said teachers by continuing to adrmt persons to its membership without 
discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color, age, national origin, sex or marital status and to represent equally all 
employees within said unit without regard to membership or participation, non-membership or non-participation, in any 
employee organization or its activities. 
The Board agrees to continue its policy of not discriminating against any employee on the basis of race, creed, color, age, 
national origin, sex, marital status or membership or participation, or non-membership or non-participation, in any employee 
organization or its activities. 
The Board agrees to continue its policy of not discriminating against any teacher by reason of histher membership in the 
NFT, participation in the activities of the NFT, including collective negotiations with the Board, or initiation or processing of 
a grievance, complaint or other proceeding under this Agreement. 
The Board and the NFT shall make mutually available, upon request and within reason, all information, statistics and records 
necessary for the proper admimstration of this Agreement. 
All of the rights and privileges of the NFT and its representatives set forth in the Agreement shall be granted exclusively to 
the NFT as the representatives of the teachers and to no other teacher organization, without the approval of the NFT. 
If any provision of this Agreement, or any application of the Agreement to any employee or group of employees shall be 
found contrary to law, then such provision or application shall not be deemed valid and subsisting, except to the extent 
permitted by law, but all other provisions or applications shall continue in full force and effect. 
This Agreement supplements Board policy for the term of said Agreement and the Board and NFT shall carry out the 
commitments contained herein and give them full force and effect as Board policy. The Board shall amend its personnel 
policies and take such other action as may be necessary in order to give full force and effect to the provisions of this 
Agreement. Present Board policies shall remain in effect where not superseded by this Agreement. 
The Board, administration and NFT agree that no reprisal of any kind affecting terms or conditions of employment will be 
taken against any employee because of hisher support or non-support of NFT activities. 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 210 (3) (g) and Section 207 (3) (b) of Article 14 of the Civil Service Law of the State of 
New York, the Niagara Falls Teachers Union does hereby affirm that it does not assert the right to strike against any 
government, to assist or participate in such strike, or to impose an obligation to conduct, assist or participate in such a strike. 
Article 2 
NEGOTIATION PROCEDURE 
Each year during the term of this Agreement the parties agree to enter into collective negotiations in accordance with the 
procedures set forth herein in a good faith effort to reach agreement on matters raised by either party, concerning the terms 
and conditions of teachers' employment. Normally, such negotiations shall begin on or about April 1, or on t h y  days' 
notice from either party after that date. Any agreement so negotiated shall apply to all teachers, be reduced to writing, be 
signed by the Board and the NFT, and become an addendum to this Agreement. 
During negotiations, the Board and the NFT may each utilize the services of outside consultants and may call upon 
professional and lay representatives to assist in the negotiations. 
The Board and the NFT will make available to each other any periinent information which is readily accessible and in no way 
jeopardzes the Board or NFT in negotiations. 
Before the Board adopts a change in policy which affects teachers' terms or conditions of employment as covered in this 
Agreement, the Board shall notify the NFT in writing that it is considering such a change. The NFT shall have the right to 
negotiate with the Board over such proposed change, provided that it files such a request with the Board w i t h  fifteen (15)  
school days after receipt of said notice. 
2.3 Any and all terms of this contract shall apply to programs for which special funds may be requested from the state or  federal 
governments. 
2.4 It is agreed by and between the parties that any provision of this agreement requiring legislative action to permit its 
implementation by amendment of law or by providing the additional funds therefore, shall not become effective until the 
appropriate legislative body has given approval. 
Article 3 
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 
3.1 Declaration of purpose 
It is the purpose of this procedure to secure, at the lowest possible administrative level, equitable solutions to grievances of 
teachers through procedures under which they may present grievances free from coercion, interference, restraint, 
discrimination or reprisal, and by which the Board and its teachers are afforded adequate opportunity to dispose of their 
differences without the necessity of time-consuming and costly proceedings before adrmnistrative agencies and/or in the 
courts. 
3.2 Definitions 
"Grievance" shall mean any claimed violation, misinterpretation or inequitable application of this Agreement, 
provided, however, that such term shall not include the discharge or discipline of a teacher where such matter is subject to a 
hearing under the tenure law, and further provided that neither the term "grievance" nor this grievance procedure shall refer 
to, include or apply to any disciplinary procedures under the tenure law except as provided in the "Fair Dismissal" section of 
this Agreement. In any event, teachers against whom disciplinary or dismissal action has been brought by the Board may 
have their cases reviewed either under procedures provided in this article or under provisions of section 3020-a of the New 
York State Education law. In no case may both procedures be made available to the teachers. In addition, the initial choice 
of alternative may not be changed once the appropriate time limits are under way. 
Solely with reference to Stages 1,2 and 3 of this procedure as hereinafter set forth, the term "pevance" shall also include 
any claimed violation or inequitable application of laws, rules, procedures, regulations, adrmnistrative orders or work rules of 
the Board which relate to or involve terms and conditions of employment of teachers and are not included within the terms of 
this agreement (exclusive of disciplinary matters as referred to in 3.2.1 above). A gnevance as defined in this sub-paragraph 
3.2.2 may not be appealed beyond Stage 3, (Superintendent of Schools) and, in case o f  appeal thereof to Stage 3, the decision 
of the Superintendent of Schools shall be final and binding upon all parties and no further appeal thereof shall be permitccd. 
It is nevertheless understood that where such a grievance as defined in this sub-paragraph 3.2.2 involves a violation o f  the 
terms of this Agreement, such alleged violation may be processed through Stage 4 below. 
The "Immediate Superior" shall mean the person so designated by the Board's organization chart. If the subject of the 
grievance is such that it crosses buildings or is system-wide, the immediate superior is the division head. 
"Agpeved Party" shall mean any person or persons in the negotiating unit and/or the Niagara Falls Teachers filing a 
pevance. 
"Grievance Committee" is the committee created and constituted by the NFT to admmister this procedure on behalf o f  the 
employees in the bargaining unit and/or the NFT. 
"Party in Interest" shall mean the Grievance Committee (if they are not the initiator of the grievance) and any party named in 
the grievance other than the aggrieved party or Grievance Committee. 
"Hearing Officer" shall mean any individual or board charged with the duty of rendering decisions at any stage on grievances 
hereunder. 
"Days" shall be school teaching days, except that it shall mean weekdays when schools are in summer recess. 
"Official Grievance Record" shall consist of the written grievance, all exhibits, communications, minutes and/or notes of 
testimony, written arguments and briefs considered at all levels other than Stage 1 (a) and all written decisions at all stages. 
3.3 Procedures 
3.3.1 All grievances shall include the name and position of the aggrieved party; the nature of the grievance; the grievant's 
supporting information; the identity of the person or persons considered responsible for the conditions causing the grievance 
to be lodged, if known, and the redress sought. 
Except for informal decisions at Stage 1 (a), all decisions shall be rendered in writing at each step of the grievance procedure, 
setting forth findings of fact, conclusions and supporting reasons therefore. Each decision shall be promptly transmitted to 
the aggrieved party. 
The preparation and processing of grievances shall be conducted at times mutually agreed to and, if held during the school 
day, shall not interfere with instruction. 
The Board and the NFT agree to facilitate any investigation which may be required to make available any and all material 
and relevant documents, communications and records concerning the alleged grievance to the extent permitted by law and 
common rules as to privileged and confidential communications. 
Except as otherwise provided in Stage l(a) and (b), an aggrieved party or his representative shall have the right at all stages 
of a grievance to confront and cross-examine all witnesses, to testify and to call witnesses on his own behalf, and to be 
fiunished with a copy of any minutes of the proceedings made at each and every stage of this grievance procedure. 
No interference, coercion, restraint, discrimination or reprisal of any kind will be taken by the Board or by any member of the 
Administration or the NFT against the aggrieved party, any representative, any member of the Grievance Committee or any 
other participant in the grievance procedure or any other person by reason of such grievance or participation therein. 
Forms for filing grievances, serving notices, taking appeals, and making reports and recommendations, and other necessary 
documents shall be jointly developed by the Board and the NFT. The Superintendent of Schools shall then have them printed 
and distributed so as to facilitate operation of the grievance procedure. 
All documents, communications, and records dealing with the processing of a grievance shall be filed separately from the 
personnel files of the participants. 
Nothing contained herein shall be construed as limiting the right of any teacher having a grievance to discuss the matter 
informally with any appropriate member of the Administration and having the grievance informally adjusted, provided the 
adjustment is not inconsistent with the terms of this Agreement and the NFT has been given an opportunity to be present at 
such adjustment and to state its views on the grievance. In the event that any grievance is adjusted without formal 
determination pursuant to this procedure, while such adjustment shall be binding upon the aggrieved party and shall in all 
respects be final, said adjustment shall not create a precedent or ruling binding upon either of the parties to this Agreement in 
future proceedings. 
The Superintendent of Schools shall be responsible for accumulating and maintaining the official grievance record. The 
official grievance record shall be available for inspection andor copying by the aggrieved party, the Grievance Committee 
and the Board. 
Official minutes shall be kept at Board expense of all proceedings in Stages 2 ,3  and 4. 
(a) A copy of the minutes and  or notes of testimony shall be made available to the aggrieved party as soon as 
possible but no later than five (5) days after the conclusion of hearings at Stages 2 ,3  and 4. 
(b) The appropriate hearing officer shall be advised of any errors in said minutes and/or notes of testimony within 
two (2) days thereafter. 
(c) Any such claim of error in the minutes andor notes of testimony shall become part of the official grievance 
record and the Hearing Officer shall indicate the determination made respecting such claimed error. 
The Board and the Administration agree that the procedure herein set forth shall be the official and only recognized method 
of resolving grievances within the school system and that they will encourage and promote its use. 
The aggrieved party may be represented at all stages of the grievance procedure by a person of his own choosing, except that 
he may not be represented by an official representative of any teacher organization, or its affiliate, other than the NFT. When 
a teacher is not represented by NFT, the NFT shall have the right to be present to state its views at all stages of the grievance 
procedure. 
3.4 Time Limits 
3.4.1 The number of days indicated at each level below should be considered as maximums, and every effort should be made to 
expedite the process. The time limits may be extended by mutual consent in writing by the authorized representatives of each 
party. Any grievance involving a group or class of teachers in more than one school, or broad policy questions, may be 
processed, in the judgment of the NFT, beginning at the second level. In the event a grievance is filed after May 15 of any 
year and strict adherence to the time limits may result in hardship to any party, the Board shall use its best efforts to process 
such grievance prior to the end of the school term or as soon thereafter as possible. 
3.4.2 If a decision at one stage is not appealed to the next step of the procedure within the time limit specified, the grievance will 
be deemed to be discontinued and M e r  appeal under this Agreement shall be barred. 
3.4.3 Failure at any stage of the grievance procedure to communicate a decision to the aggrieved party within the specified time 
limit shall permit the lodging of an appeal by the aggrieved party at the next stage of the procedure within the time which 
would have been allotted had the decision been communicated by the final day. 
3.4.4 The right to process a grievance through the stages set forth in paragraph 3.5 below applies only to grievances presented in 
accordance with the procedures of this Article within six (6) months after the occurrence of the claimed violation, 
misinterpretation or inequitable application or within six (6) months of the date when the grievant should have become aware 
of such occurrence. 
3.5 Stages 
3.5.1 Stage 1: Immediate Superior 
(a) A teacher having a grievance shall discuss it with his or her immediate superior, either directly or through a representative, 
with the objective of resolving the matter informally. The immediate superior shall confer with all parties in interest but, in 
arriving at hisher decision, shall not consider any material or statements without the aggrieved party having opportunity for 
comment or argument. If the teacher submits the grievance through a representative, the teacher may be present during the 
discussion of the grievance. 
(b) If the grievance is not resolved informally, it shall within five (5) days be reduced to writing and presented to the immediate 
superior. Within two (2) days after the written grievance is presented to himher, the immediate superior shall, without any 
fiuther consultation with the aggneved party, render a decision thereon in writing. 
3.5.2 Stage 2: Division Head 
If the teacher initiating the grievance is not satisfied with the written decision at Stage 1 and wishes to proceed fiuther under 
h gnevance procedure, the teacher shall, within two (2) days after having received the written decision, present the 
grievance to the Grievance Committee for its consideration. If the Grievance Committee determines the grievance is 
meritorious and that appealing it is in the best interests of the school system, then it shall file a written appeal to the division 
head, herein defined as the person next in line of authority above the immediate superior as shown on the organization chart. 
Within five (5) days after the grievance is presented to himher, the division head shall render a decision thereon in writing. 
3.5.3 Stage 3: Superintendent of Schools 
(a) If the teacher initiating the grievance is not satisfied with the written decision at Stage 2 and wishes to proceed further under 
ths grievance procedure, the teacher shall, within five (5) days after having received the written decision, present the 
gnevance to the Grievance Committee for its consideration. If the Grievance Committee determines the grievance is 
meritorious and that appealing it is in the best interests of the school system, then it shall file a written appeal to the 
Superintendent for hisher consideration. 
(b) Within five (5) days after receipt of the appeal, the Superintendent of Schools shall hold a hearing with the aggrieved party. 
(c) The Superintendent of Schools shall render a decision on the grievance within ten (10) days after the conclusion of the 
hearing. 
3.5.4 Stage 4: Arbitration 
(a) The term "grievance" as used in reference to proceedings at Stage 4 shall not include any grievance defined in Section 3.2.2 
above, and no provision relating to Stage 4 shall be applicable to such a grievance, except where such a grievance involves a 
violation of the terms of this Agreement, in which event, only the question of such violation shall be subject to Stage 4. If the 
aggrieved party is not satisfied with the decision at Stage 3 and wishes to proceed further under this grievance procedure, 
hetshe may submit to arbitration a grievance involving only (a) a claimed violation, misinterpretation or inequitable 
application of this Agreement or (b) claim that the adrmnistration or application of a law, rule, procedure, regulation, 
administrative order or work rule of the Board which relates to or involves terms and conditions of employment violates the 
terms of this Agreement. Such submission shall be made by written notice to the Grievance Committee for its consideration. 
If the Grievance Committee determines the grievance is meritorious and that appealing it is in the best interests of the school 
system, then it shall file a written appeal to the Board within fifteen (15) days after receiving the written decision at Stage 3. 
(b) Within five (5) days after such written notice of submission to arbitration, the Board of Education and NFT will request a 
list of arbitrators fiom the American Arbitration Association and the parties shall then be bound by the rules and procedures 
of AAA as to selection of the arbitrator. (c) The selected arbitrator shall hear the matter promptly and shall issue hisher 
decision to the Board not later than fourteen (14) calendar days from the date of the close of the hearing or, if oral hearings 
have been waived, from the date when the statements and proofs are finally submitted to hudher. The arbitrator's decision 
shall be in writing and shall set forth his findings of fact, reasoning and conclusions upon the issues. (d) The arbitrator shall 
limit hisher decision strictly to the interpretation and application of the provisions of this Agreement or to a claim that the 
terms of the Agreement have been violated by the administration or application of the laws, rules, procedures, regulations, 
administrative orders or work rules referred to in the above definition of a "grievance" and shall be without authority or 
jurisdiction to modify or amend the same or to make any decision contrary thereto or otherwise contrary to law. (e) The 
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decision of the arbitrator shall be final and binding upon all parties. ( f )  The costs and expenses for the services of the 
mediator and the arbitrator, including per diem expenses, if any, and actual and necessary travel and subsistence expenses, 
shall be born equally by the Board and the aggrieved party or the NFT. (g) The NFT recognizes and agrees that any teacher 
represented in a class action grievance is bound by the arbitrator's decision in said case, and, therefore, waives all rights to 
pursue said grievance on an individual basis. However, this waiver shall in no way be construed as a restriction or denial of 
the right of the individual to pursue said grievance through appropriate court review. 
Article 4 
PAYROLL PROCEDURES 
Teachers shall be paid according to the salary schedules attached herein as Schedules A., B., C., D., E., F. and G. 
Normally paychecks shall be issued to teachers every two (2) weeks on Friday. 
When a payday falls on a school holiday or vacation period and within two (2) days or less of a regular payday, teachers shall 
receive their paychecks on the last previous working day. In all other instances when a payday occurs within a vacation 
period, checks shall be available at the payroll office to the teacher on the regular payday or upon request shall be mailed to 
the teacher. 
Teachers shall receive their final checks in June on the last day of their work year. 
Teachers shall receive their checks and W-2 forms in sealed envelopes with only their names visible. 
Payment for any extra-curricular activities listed in Schedules D and G shall be made in separate checks but under the same 
employee numbers by June 30th of each school year, subject to verification by the school principal of the completion by the 
teacher of said activities. Coaches shall receive pay under Schedule C as they earn such pay, in their regular paychecks, and 
adjusted for taxes, following submission and approval of their time sheets verifying completion of coaching services. 
Payment for Schedules E and F shall be the same as for D and G unless a written request for payment in the regular 
(Schedule A) paycheck is granted by the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources. 
Teachers may authorize, in writing, a payroll deduction for group income protection insurance coverage. The name of the 
insurance carrier will be supplied by NFT. 
All twelve-month personnel shall be paid on the same basis and according to the same pay schedule as other twelve-month 
employees in the school system. 
Overpayments due to absences exceeding accumulated leave shall be recovered automatically through lump sum payroll 
deduction unless alternative reimbursement arrangements are made by the teacher with the payroll office. Such options must 
be initiated by the teacher within ten days of the teacher's receipt of notice of overpayment. 
Article 5 
TEACHER-ADMINISTRATION LIAISON 
The NFT shall select from its membership a Building Committee comprised of one (I) representative for each twenty (20) or 
fraction thereof, teachers within the school. In no case shall the Building Committee be comprised of fewer than two (2) 
teachers. 
The Building Committee shall be responsible for liaison with the principal in the implementation of this Agreement within 
the school. 
The principal and the Building Committee shall meet regularly once a month, or more often if mutually agreeable, to review 
problems and practices within the school, as well as matters relating to this Agreement. The minutes of these meetings shall 
be kept by the Building Committee, shall be signed, if agreed to, by the principal and Building Committee, and a signed copy 
of such minutes shall be distributed to the faculty. If a principal disagrees on an item, this disagreement shall be noted and 
hidher position explained in the minutes. The senior building committee representative shall send a copy of the signed 
minutes to the organization office. 
Such meetings, if held during the school day, shall not be conducted during class time, nor shall they interfere with 
instruction. Such meetings may be held during periods of common planning time. 
The principal shall provide ten (10) minutes of time at all building faculty meetings for the NFT to report on matters 
involving representation of the teachers by the NFT. Some flexibility will be permitted both the principal and the teachers in 
the implementation of this section; to wit, the ten minutes to be provided NFT at the building faculty meetings are normally 
to come out of the hour contractually allotted for at the close of the principal's meeting; further, it is understood that if 
teachers do not wish to stay for this portion, they are free to leave. 
Members of the Building Committee who are free from assigned duties shall be permitted to meet with teachers at times and 
places in the school mutually convenient, provided such meetings do not impair or curtail the instructional responsibilities to 
the pupils of any teacher. The NFT and its officers recognize and agree that this privilege shall not be abused. 
The principal, Building Committee and staff of each building shall jointly draft the rules and regulations for their respective 
building, but these regulations shall not circumvent thls Agreement for their respective buildings. 
Principals shall make every effort to schedule the preparation periods of building committee members in their schools at a 
common time. 
The NFT shall select a Central Committee of not more than six ( 6 )  members which shall meet with the Superintendent and 
other such administrators as heishe may designate. 
They shall meet at least once a month and at such other times as may be mutually agreeable to review and discuss current 
school problems. If the two parties so choose, matters involving thls agreement may be topics of discussion. Such local 
school problems shall not be brought forth for discussion by the Central Committee before attempts have been made to solve 
them at local building committee meetings with the principal. 
The Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources shall make a report to the Central Committee at the September and June 
meetings giving the number of requests for transfers and/or resignations received from each school building. A copy of this 
report shall be sent to the President of NFT by the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources. 
When it is necessary for the NFT President or hisher designee to engage in NFT activities directly relating to the NFT's 
duties as representative of the teachers which cannot be performed other than during school hours, upon approval of the 
Superintendent or hislher designated representative upon reasonable notice, heishe shall be given such time, without loss of 
pay, as is necessary to perform any such activities. 
The President of the NFT or hdher representative shall be allowed to visit schools to investigate terms and conditions of 
employment relating to this agreement. Upon the arrival of the President or hisiher representative at any school, the 
principal, or in hisiher absence, hsiher representative, shall confer with the President in order to facilitate the purpose of the 
visit. The President shall apprise the principal of hisher findings, prior to pursuing any problem at a higher level, insofar as 
they relate to the latter's responsibilities, and shall seek the principal's cooperation in resolving any issues raised prior to 
making an appeal to higher administrative levels. 
The President or hisiher designee shall give advance notice of hisiher visit, and upon hisiher amval, shall report hisher 
presence to the office. 
The teaching schedule of the President of the NFT shall be so arranged as to give himher the last period free to conduct NFT 
business when necessary. 
The President of the NFT, during hisher tenure of office, shall not be assigned to non-teachmg duties. 
The NFT and the President recognize and agree that the privileges outlined in this section shall not be abused. 
The NFT shall be provided with copies of the agenda for Board meetings and copies of the tentative budget at the same time 
as they are transmitted to Board members. Updated copies of all Board policies shall be sent to the NFT office. 
The NFT shall be provided with five ( 5 )  copies of the minutes of Board meetings as soon as they are available after such 
meetings. 
The NFT shall have the right to have two ( 2 )  members present at all regular Board and Committee-of-the-Whole meetings. 
At Committee-of-the-Whole meetings, the two (2) NFT members present shall have the right to address the Board concerning 
matters being discussed by the Board, in the event they affect the terms and conditions of employment covered by this 
Agreement. 
Article 6 
CZ,?UUCULUM PLANNING AND PROGRAM EVALUATION 
The Board and the NFT recognize that the planning and advising on basic educational policies, curriculum revision, in- 
service education, and similar matters related to the improvement and evaluation of the educational program are a joint 
concern of the administration and teaching staff. Accordingly, the parties agree to establish an Educational Program 
Committee. All such matters as mentioned above shall be brought to the attention of this committee, from both the teaching 
and the administrative levels. The role of the committee shall be advisory. Its recommendations, if any, in regard to any 
problem reviewed must be made within 30 school days of the time such problem is first presented to the committee for study. 
This deadline shall be extended only by majority vote of the committee. 
The Committee shall consist of three ( 3 )  members appointed by the President of the NFT, and three ( 3 )  members appointed 
by the Superintendent of Schools. The Superintendent of Schools and the President of the NFT shall be ex-officio members 
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of the Committee. The members shall choose a chairman and vice-chairman from among themselves and determine the 
method and scope of operation. 
The Committee may appoint sub-committees to study special problems and may call upon school system consultants, 
professional staff and working committees as necessary. 
A Safety Committee shall be formed through EPC of both teachers and administrators to develop procedures and practices to 
be considered in all cases of student and teacher safety. 
The Committee shall issue reports and recommendations to the Board with copies to the NFT. The Board shall inform the 
committee of its disposition of committee recommendations if and when action with respect to them is taken. 
Article 7 
TEACHING HOURS AND TEACHING LOAD 
Elementary school teachers shall be in their classrooms no later than 8:45 A.M. and shall remain on duty until at least 3:10 
P.M. 
Secondary school teachers shall be in their classrooms no later than 8: 15 A.M. and shall remain on duty until at least 3: 10 
P.M. 
7.1.l(a) Middle School teachers shall be in their classrooms no later than 7:30 A.M., and shall remain on duty until at least 2:30 P.M. 
In exceptional cases and in kindergarten, teachers may be assigned different starting times provided that they do not have a 
longer work day than teachers in comparable positions. 
In the case of reading, art, music, and other special subject teachers on the elementary level, where they normally do not meet 
with students until after 9 A.M., such teachers must report to duty at their appropriate schools not later than 8:45 A.M.; they 
need not be at their assigned teaching stations until 9 A.M. In the event special subject teachers are called upon to supervise 
classes pending the arrival of substitutes, such practice shall be employed only under conditions of extreme emergency need. 
Such teachers shall be called upon in the following order: (1) resource teachers assigned to a building; (2) district wide (K- 
12) specialists; (3) special subject teachers of partial classes. 
(a) Elementary school teachers shall have a one-half hour duty-fiee lunch period. Secondary school teachers shall have a 
duty-he lunch period as long as their student's lunch period. All Middle School (formerly junior high school) teachers shall 
have a thmy minute duty-fiee lunch period. School social workers and attendance teachers shall have a one and one-quarter 
(1 114) hour duty-free lunch period. The above times shall be subject to adjustment to meet the special program needs in 
individual schools, upon agreement by the two parties or their representative. 
(b) Elementary teachers shall be guaranteed a total of 180 minutes per week of unassigned time during the instructional day, 
including the 60-minute planning period currently scheduled on Tuesdays. 
Secondary school teachers may be assigned detention study halls on a rotating basis unless another procedure, such as a 
regular detention study hall assignment, is used. Such detention shall be dismissed at 3:45 P.M. 
Special class teachers shall have the same total daily duty hours as regular classroom teachers. 
"Special subject teachers" as used herein and in Article 8.5 are defined as elementary teachers who do not have pupil 
attendance-taking responsibilities. 
Teachers will be free to leave the building during their scheduled lunch time. Teachers may leave the school building during 
their preparation periods for reasons approved by the principal. 
The work year of elementary and secondary teachers (other than new personnel who may be required to attend additional 
orientation sessions) shall not be longer than 185 days. 
School social workers and psychologists shall be on a twelve (12) month schedule with twenty (20) days vacation which may 
be taken as a single block of time mutually agreed to by the division administrator and the teacher with the approval of the 
Superintendent. Such personnel shall become eligible for their vacation period on July 1 of each year. If the individual has 
been employed for less than 12 months by that time, his vacation shall be determined by prorating the twenty days in relation 
to the portion of year worked until that date. This paragraph shall not apply as long as psychologists and social workers are 
employed on the ten-month work schedule of teachers. Psychologists will be paid an annual differential over and above their 
placement on Schedule A for working their regular hours from September 1 through June 30 of each school year. Their daily 
working hours shall be from 8:45 A.M. to 3:40 P.M. School social workers and psychologists shall have the same lunch 
schedule and working hours as the regular teachers in the schools/buildings to which they are assigned. Summer work will 
be posted pursuant to Article 17 at 11200th of their annual salary per diem 
The school calendar for each school year shall be negotiated in consultation between the parties during the previous year. 
The school calendar shall consist of 185 days of duty for teachers and 182 school days for pupils. The detailed schedule shall 
be negotiated by representatives of the parties. 
The NFT and the Board recognize that teachers have responsibilities that extend beyond the pupils' regular school day, if it is 
necessary in the teachers' professional judgment to assist pupils further, confer with parents, to perform work related to the 
teachers' individual classroom duties. It is also understood that when dismissal of students is delayed for reasons of 
emergency, teachers shall remain with their students until they are dismissed. 
One Monday per month shall be set aside for faculty meetings. In addition, fifteen (15) meetings for each faculty member 
may be held, upon three (3) workdays' notice from the principal andlor central office staff, on any day of the workweek 
above and beyond the pupil's regular school day, except Wednesday and Friday. A teacher may be excused by the 
admuustrator from a meeting called on a day other than Monday for reasonable cause no later than one day after the 
announcement of the meeting. Said meetings may not exceed a total of twenty-five (25) meetings per teacher per school 
year, without the consent of the NFT Executive Council and the Board of Education. 
(a) These meetings may be up to one hour each in length, whch time limit may be exceeded in cases of great 
urgency only. 
(b) Advance notice of these meetings and a tentative agenda shall be given no later than the Friday immediately 
prior to the meeting. Such practice shall not preclude later insertion of items by the principal as the need arises. 
(c) Special area teachers assigned to more than one building are not required to attend these meetings unless the 
agenda specifically relates to their area. On each such occasion, they must have the specific approval of the 
principal to be absent from the meeting. 
(d) The maximum number of meetings for department chairpersons per school year shall be twenty-seven (27), or 
two (2) above the twenty-five (25) as spelled out in Article 7.4.1 of the Agreement. 
Teachers may be required to attend no more than three (3) evening assignments or meetings each school year, two of which 
shall be compensated by time off during the day. 
Additional attendance at other assignments or meetings, other than during the regular work day, shall be voluntary and at the 
option of the individual teacher. 
In all elementary schools when instruction is given by the special teacher in art, music and library, the probationary teacher in 
h s  first year of probation, as well as the regular substitute teacher, shall remain with his class for at least the fust ten minutes 
while instruction is taking place. In all other cases the teacher is excused. 
Secondary school teachers shall not be scheduled for more than five (5) teaching periods, one (1) unassigned period, one (1) 
assigned period, and one (1) homeroom period each day, or their equivalents on a weekly basis. In secondary schools using 
an eight (8)-period per day schedule, teachers shall not be scheduled for more than two (2) assigned periods in one semester 
and one (1) assigned period in the other, or the equivalent thereof per school year. 
One hour of planning time for elementary teachers shall be provided per week, the scheduling of which is to be arranged 
cooperatively by the Board and the NFT. 
Except by mutual agreement between the principal and the teacher, secondary school teachers shall not be required to teach 
more than two (2) subjects and no more than a total of three (3) teaching preparations within said subjects at any one time. 
Teachers shall be free to accept or reject the additional teachmg loads specified in this section. 
(a) Under unusual circumstances, a secondary teacher may be assigned a sixth teaching period after consultation with the 
principal and shall have no other assigned duties. An effort will be made to avoid making such assignments, unless essential 
to the maintenance of the educational program, without the consent of the teacher. 
(b) "Unusual circumstances" shall not mean an assignment for the purpose of not hiring an additional classroom teacher, 
when the total number of such sixth periods within a teaching field is the equivalent of a full-time assignment. Such full-time 
assignment shall consist of five teaching periods, shall not be confined to one school or one subject and shall meet all 
requirements of the Commissioner, the Education Law and this Agreement. The Board shall not be obligated under this 
paragraph to hire an additional teacher when the full-time assignment involved consists of more than one subject unless (1) a 
teacher on the preferred eligible list is available and certified in each subject making up the assignment or (2) the assignment 
consists of only one period of a second subject. 
The administration shall make every effort to obtain substitute teachers as necessary, the field of elementary physical 
education, art, music and library included. Regular teachers may not be assigned as substitutes for more than two (2) hours 
per year without compensatory time off. 
No teacher shall be assigned the duties or responsibilities of a principal except in cases of extreme emergency. 
Helping teachers shall have a twenty-five (25) teacher caseload per week and shall have one hour preparation time per day. 
In-out boards shall be provided in all elementary and secondary schools. 
Mileage shall be paid to teachers who make home calls with the advance approval of the appropriate administrator. The 
mileage chart used for this purpose shall be updated. 
Teachers assigned to more than one school during the school day shall have up to one half-hour as needed for travel time in 
their schedules, in addition to their lunch and unassigned periods. 
Said teachers will have no homeroom assignments; also, principals will make every effort to schedule the unassigned periods 
of such teachers in the P.M. session. 
Provided state aid is not lost by the following arrangement, kindergarten teachers shall be provided one half-day in the fall 
and one half-day in the spring, scheduled in the morning sessions and in addition to system-wide parent conferences, in order 
to hold parent conferences which could not otherwise be accommodated. 
Every effort will be made to allow for more even distribution of special subject classes in the classroom teacher's schedule. 
Individual education program ("I.E.P.'s") shall be completed and submitted to the Office of Pupil Personnel Services by 
teachers of the handicapped no later than October 15th of each school year or according to state law. Teachers having five 
(5) or more 1.E.P.k to write by October 15th shall be given one day of release time at school to write them andlor meet with 
parents, with a substitute provided. 
Elementary teachers shall be guaranteed a total of 180 minutes per week of unassigned time during the instructional day, 
including the 60-minute planning period currently scheduled on Tuesdays. 
If lunch duty is assigned to teachers in any school, it shall: 
Be voluntary on the part of teachers. 
Be assigned to teachers on tenure only; if not available, formerly tenured regular substitutes who are employed in the school 
may be selected. 
Be paid on a prorated basis as part of regular annual salary and regular bi-weekly paychecks. 
Be paid regardless of temporary leave of absence due to illness as provided in Article 2 1. 
Be assigned during the teacher's own scheduled lunch period. 
Be confined to the school to which the teacher is regularly assigned. 
Said teachers can only work in the above capacity one (1) teacher lunch period per day and in no way increase the workload 
of other teachers. 
Part-time special subject teaching assignments at the elementary level shall consist of tenths, each tenth representing an A.M. 
or P.M. session in a given school. A half-time teaching assignment at the elementary level shall consist of no more than five- 
tenths per week. Salary and benefits shall be prorated accordingly. 
Part-time teaching assignments at the secondary level shall consist of sixths, each sixth representing one period of instruction 
or duty assignment. A half-time teaching assignment at the secondary level shall consist of no more than fifteen periods of 
instruction or duty assignments per week or any combination. Salary and benefits shall be prorated accordingly. The above 
definitions shall not apply to assignments in alternative education programs. 
Article 8 
CLASS SIZE 
The Board and the NFT recognize that excessively large classes impede instructional effectiveness. The Board agrees to 
make a determined effort to avoid the establishment of classes which exceed the limits listed below. Such an effort shall not 
preclude the establishment of different size instructional groups for the purpose of individualizing instructional programs in 
the schools; however, the intent of the latter clause is to allow instructional innovation and not to increase class size or 
eliminate teaching positions. 
Nursery Classes (Pre-K) ................................................................................................................................................ 15 pupils 
Kindergarten through Second Grade ............................................................................................................................... 25 pupils 
Third through Fifth Grades ........................................................................................................................................... 28 pupils 
Middle School - Sixth through Eighth ............................................................................................................................ 28 pupils 
Secondary Schools 
Academic Subjects 
Basic ................................................................................................................................................................................ 23 pupils 
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Average ........................................................................................................................................................................... 30 pupils 
Language Classes ............................................................................................................................................................ 30 pupils 
Science Laboratories ..................................................................................................................................................... 2 pupils 
...................................................................... Home Economics and Industrial Arts Home & Careers and Technology) 25 pupils 
Art ................................................................................................................................................................................... 28 pupils 
Vocational Shops ............................................................................................................................................................. 20 pupils 
Physical Education ...................................................................................................................................................... 3 pupils 
A Pre-Kindergarten class may have a maximum of twenty (20) pupils. However, any pre-kindergarten class over 
fifteen (1 5) pupils must have two (2) associates. The District will make every effort to secure substitutes for those 
two (2) associates when necessary. 
Pupils shall not be assigned to any classroom in larger number than the capacity of the classroom and the teaching facilities 
available in the classroom. 
Study Halls will have no more than fifty-five (55) students assigned. When because of scheduling problems more than 55 are 
assigned, one (1) additional teacher will also be assigned. Thls limitation shall exclude combination lunchlstudy halls. 
There shall be no combination or split-grade elementary classes except in unusual circumstances and after consultation with 
the Building Committee. 
The maximum number of children in special classes for the handicapped, and the maximum age spans of such children, shall 
coincide with those established in the regulations of the Commissioner of Education and shall change as such regulations are 
amended. The Niagara Falls Teachers shall be advised of any request made by the Board to the Commissioner for approval 
of variance from the regulations prior to the submission of such request to the Commissioner. The designations of classes by 
type of handicap shall also follow those used in Federal, State and the Commissioner's regulations regarding handicapped 
students. 
In buildings in which the Principal and the Building Committee determine a room is available, special subject teachers will 
hold classes in such a room. 
Article 9 
SPECIAL TEACHERS 
The Board and the NFT recognize the fact that an adequate number of competent specialists is essential to the operation of an 
effective educational program 
Every attempt shall be made to provide an adequate number of special teachers and pupil personnel staff for all grade levels. 
Review of the adequacy of such specialists shall be subject to discussion by the Central Committee as described in Article 5. 
Teachers of special subjects, as defined in Article 7.1.7, shall begin their teaching schedules at the same time as classroom 
teachers. Time shall be provided in their schedules, however, to filfill their end-year responsibilities for supplies, books and 
equipment when such additional time is judged necessary by the principal. Such time shall only be available to teachers 
serving more than one building and shall not exceed two days. 
Elementary special subject teachers shall have 200 minutes of preparation time per week. 
Article 10 
PARAPROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL 
All teachers shall be relieved of the following non-teaching duties: cafeteria and lunchroom supervision, playground 
supervision, and supervision of children boarding and unloading from buses. The Board will provide paraprofessional 
personnel to assume these duties. 
It is not the intent of the Board of Education to employ paraprofessional personnel for the purpose of reducing the size of the 
teaching staff and increasing the size of classes. 
Article 11 
TEACHER EMPLOYMENT 
All newly employed teachers shall be placed on the proper step of the salary schedule according to their education and 
experience. Such teachers shall receive salary credit only for experience in the teaching field which they are employed, as 
determined by the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources. 
The Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources shall have the authority to negotiate and determine the starting steps on 
Salary Schedule A of all new employees, provided all documented graduate work and earned degrees in accredited 
institutions is fully credited on the schedule and at least five years of prior service in the District are credited. A copy of each 
"Appointment Recommendation" (SP-5) will be sent to the President of the Niagara Falls Teachers. 
Credit shall be given on the salary schedule for prior service unless exceptions are made pursuant to 1 1.1.1 above as follows: 
Full credit on the regular salary schedule for up to ten years of teaching experience in a duly accredited elementary or 
secondary school or college, unless these requirements are waived at the request of the Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources in a given hiring instance with the written consent of the NFT President. School psychologists hired after 
September 1, 1987 will be placed two additional steps above their eligibility on Schedule A through to Step 10, except as 
provided in subsequent sections, one year of service shall constitute 160 or more days of continuous, full-time teaching 
experience. If a teacher has taught for more than one such year in a school district, other years of service shall be considered 
full years of service if consisting of at least 90 days per school year. In no event would more than one year of salary credit be 
granted per school year. 
Salary credit shall not be given for (1) day-by-day substituting or half-time teaching outside of Niagara Falls; (2) teaching 
experience gained prior to the earning of a bachelors degree, except as in paragraph 6 below. 
One year of credit for every two years of half-time teaching in Niagara Falls, up to five years of credit for such service if and 
when the teacher is employed full-time. 
One year of credit for each 160 full days of day-by-day substituting in Niagara Falls., not to exceed 2 years of credit. These 
days of substituting can be in any teaching field. 
One year of credit for full-time teaching service in Niagara Falls of less than 160 days but not less than one complete 
semester; credit for not less than five (5) years of such earned service in the district shall be granted. 
(a) Up to a maximum of 5 years' credit for vocational education, technical, and related technical subject teachers, will be 
given for experience in the trades of specialties they are assigned to teach at least the greater percentage of the time. Thls 
will be applicable to the hiring of new teachers and teachers presently in service. Proof of the journey trade experience may 
be by one of the following methods: 
1. State provisional or permanent certification in the trade or field of teaching. 
2. Letters from an employer certifying dates of employment. 
3. Verification of service by New York State industrial teacher training officials. 
(b) Vocational and technical subjects shall be those defined in state certification requirements for teachers of "shop subjects 
(trade)", "technical," and/or "related technical subjects." 
(c) Such teachers, if not certified and not possessing the baccalaureate degree may be placed on the four-year salary schedule 
provided they have been admitted to the state sponsored industrial teacher training programs in their subject fields. 
(d) Following successful completion of the state-sponsored industrial teacher training programs in their subject fields, and 
granting of provisional certification, such teachers shall become eligible for reclassification on the salary schedule for every 
block of 10 hours completed thereafter. 
Half-time teachers shall be employed under the following tenns and conditions: 
Part-time special subject teaching assignments at the elementary level shall consist of tenths, each tenth representing an A.M. 
or P.M. session in a given school. A half-time teaching assignment at the elementary level shall consist of no more than five- 
tenths per week. Salary and benefits shall be prorated accordingly. 
Part-time teaching assignments at the secondary level shall consist of sixths, each sixth representing one period of instruction 
or duty assignment. A half-time teaching assignment at the secondary level shall consist of no more than fifteen periods of 
instruction or duty assignments per week or any combination thereof. Salary and benefits shall be prorated accordingly. 
The above definitions shall not apply to assignments in alternative education programs. 
As members of the regular teaching staff, half-time teachers shall have all of the duties and responsibilities of full-time 
teachers, including attendance at all instructional meetings and conferences unless excused by the principal. 
One full year of half-time experience in Niagara Falls public schools shall earn one year of credit on the salary schedule at 
the half-time rate. 
Half-time teaching shall not count toward tenure. 
The same number of sick leave days shall be allowed as in the case of full-time teachers. Fifteen (15) half-days of annual 
leave with fuIl pay per schooI year earned at the rate of one and one-half (1.5) days per month, cumulative to two hundred 
(200) half-days. 
Two half-days of leave for reasons other than sickness shall be authorized. If not used they may be applied to accumulated 
sick leave. 
Half the cost of medical insurance and the full cost of life insurance provided full-time teachers shall be paid by the Board. 
A letter concerning the need for teachers to perform school related duties at home will be h i s h e d  by the school district on 
request to individual teachers for income tax audit purposes only. A standard form letter acceptable to NFT and the Board 
will be developed. 
A teacher previously on tenure in the School District of the City of Niagara Falls, who returns to the same area of 
competence within three years of leaving the District, shall be required to undergo a probationary period of only one year 
before receiving tenure again. 
Article 12 
TEACHER ASSIGNMENT 
Teachers shall be notified informally of their assignment for the coming school year, including the schools to whlch they will 
be assigned and the grades andlor subjects that they will teach, as soon as practicable and under normal circumstances by 
June 1 by the school principal. Except those being involuntarily transferred, teachers shall receive official written 
confhmtion by July 15 of salary, salary step, assignment, annual leave and years of service credit. In those cases where it is 
necessary to change a teacher's assignment after June 1, the teacher shall be notified as soon as possible. 
In order to assure that pupils are taught by teachers working within their areas of competence, a teacher shall not be assigned, 
except temporarily and for good cause; outside of the scope of histher teaching certificate or hisher major or minor field of 
study without the teacher's consent. 
All instructional employees who travel from school to school or from one home assignment to another in the same school day 
shall be reimbursed at the rate allowed by I.R.S. for driving personal vehicles on Board business when authorized. Eligibility 
to drive and to receive reimbursement shall be given in writing to all designated personnel by the Assistant Superintendent 
for School Business Affairs. This eligibility shall be approved upon receipt of recommendation from the Deputy 
Superintendent. Requests for reimbursement shall be made on forms provided by the Business office and shall cover periods 
of not less than one or more than three months. 
Duly authorized out-of-town trips, when a private vehicle is used, shall be reimbursed at the same rate but in no instance shall 
the amount of compensation exceed the cost of a round mp air coach fare. Two or more persons traveling to the same 
destination by car shall do so in the same vehicle with a single mileage authorization. Persons driving Board vehicles shall 
be reimbursed for out-of-pocket expenses only including hlghway tolls provided all receipts accompany request for payment. 
Teacher assignments shall be made without regard to age, sex, race, creed, color, religion, nationality or marital status, unless 
based upon bonafide occupational qualifications or objective principles of staffmg balance. 
Teachers planning to resign or retire shall notify the school district in writing of their intentions for the following year by 
April 1 if feasible. 
Article 13 
VOLUNTARY TRANSFERS AND REASSIGNMENTS 
The Superintendent shall assign all newly appointed personnel to their specific positions which, except for substitute 
teachers, shall be within the type of service for which the teacher has been appointed by the Board. The Superintendent shall 
give notice of assignments to new teachers as soon after appointment as practicable. 
On January 15 and April 15 of each school year, the Superintendent shall post in all school buildings a list of the known or 
expected instructional staff vacancies which will occur during that school year and at the beginning of the following school 
year. 
(a) Teachers who desire a change in grade and/or subject assignment or who desire to transfer to another building shall file a 
standard request form with the Human Resources Office no later than May 1. 
(b) Teachers who do not file their transfer request by this date shall normally not have their requests acted upon for the 
following school year. Except in the event of administrative emergency, transfers shall not take effect until September 1 of 
each year. 
In the determination of such requests for voluntary reassignment and/or transfer, the wishes of the individual teacher shall be 
honored to the extent that they do not contlict with the instructional requirements and best interests of the school system. In 
filling these positions among equaIly qualified applicants, seniority shall be one of the significant factors. "Equally 
qualified" shall be interpreted to mean not only grade level or subject matter certification but also such factors as additional 
training and/or experience in the assignment concerned. 
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A tenure teacher who transfers from one tenure area to another shall be required to serve three years in probationary status, 
after which he or she shall be considered for tenure in the new area. 
A teacher who transfers from a ten-month to a longer schedule shall become eligible for his or her vacation period as of July 
1 of the following year and shall have it prorated in relation to the portion of the year helshe has worked until that date. 
By June 7 the Superintendent shall make available to the NFT an up-to-date list of names of all teachers who have been 
reassigned or transferred for the coming year and the nature of such assignment or transfer. 
When two teachers, both primary (K-2), intermediate (3-6) or in the same subject area, request voluntary transfers they may 
be reassigned to each other's position. Such requests shall be filed with the Office of Human Resources which shall forward 
to the NFT, within 3 working days, copies of said requests. Requests will be processed if honored, only between August 15th 
and August 30th of the year in which the requests were made and after all involuntary transfers have been completed. 
Article 14 
INVOLUNTARY TRANSFERS AND REASSIGNMENTS 
For the purpose of this article, involuntary transfer and reassignment shall mean only such transfers as are based on training 
and experience, not on reduction of force or abolition of position. 
Involuntary transfers and reassignments shall be made only when absolutely necessary. 
Notice of an involuntary transfer or reassignment shall be given to a teacher as soon as practicable. 
When an involuntary transfer or reassignment is necessary, qualified volunteers shall be transferred or reassigned first. 
All thlngs being equal, the teacher with the least seniority shall be transferred or reassigned first. 
An involuntary transfer or reassignment may be made only after a meeting between the teacher involved, an organization 
representative and the Superintendent or his designee, such designee having full authority to act in the Superintendent's 
behalf, at which time the teacher shall be notified of the reasons therefore. 
In the event that a teacher objects to the transfer or reassignment at this meeting, the NFT shall be notified by the teacher and 
the Superintendent shall meet with the NFT representative to discuss the matter. 
A list of open positions in the school system shall be made available to all teachers being involuntarily transferred or 
reassigned. Such teachers may request, within five days of receipt of the above list, the positions for which they are 
qualified, in order of preference, to which they desire to be transferred. Teachers being involuntarily transferred or 
reassigned shall have preference over those seeking voluntary transfer or reassignment, assuming equivalent qualifications. 
A teacher being involuntarily transferred or reassigned shall be placed in as nearly a comparable position as possible. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions in this agreement, involuntary transfers may be implemented by the Superintendent of 
Schools at any time under the following conditions: 
A teacher would be subject to 3020a charges if not transferred involuntarily; said teacher shall have a choice of either 
accepting the transfer or facing charges. 
All such transfers shall only take place after a meeting of the teacher involved and the Superintendent of Schools, or hisher 
designee, and a representative of the NFT. 
All such transfers shall be made to teacher-related positions. 
Article 15 
VACANCIES AND PROMOTIONS 
Promotional positions, including those funded by federal, state or source other than the Board's general fund, are defined as 
positions on the administrative-supervisory level, normally paying a salary differential and generally having evaluative 
responsibility. 
All appointments to the aforesaid vacancies shall be made without regard to age, sex, race, creed, color, religion, nationality 
or marital status, unless based upon bonafide occupational qualifications or objective principles of staffing balance. 
Notification of such promotional vacancies shall be given to the President of the NFT and shall be posted on the teacher 
bulletin board in each school in the District. This notice shall clearly set forth a description of the qualifications for the 
position, including duties, salary, if known, and other pertinent details relating to such position. Such notification shall 
be posted as soon as practicable and ordinarily at least twenty (20) school days and in no event less than ten (10) school days 
before the final date when applications must be submitted. 
Teachers who desire to apply for vacancies or promotions shall submit their applications in writing to the Human Resources 
Office within the time limit specified in the notice. 
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15.4.1 All applications shall be acknowledged in writing by the Human Resources Office. 
Applications of qualified persons shall be kept on file in the Human Resources Office for continual consideration for future 
vacancies until the Office is notified in writing by an applicant that the application is withdrawn. 
Each time a vacancy occurs, persons who have previously submitted applications for the same positions, must notify the 
Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources of their interest within the application deadline specified in the notice if they 
wish to be considered applicants. Such notification of interest shall be acknowledged by the Assistant Superintendent for 
Human Resources. 
(a) When a promotional position is filled pursuant to this Article, all remaining eligible applicants shall be considered, upon 
their written request, for any promotional vacancy which results sequentially from the filling of the original position, 
provided they meet the announced qualifications. Such resulting vacancies shall be announced as they occur by the Human 
Resources Office for a period of five days during which time eligible applicants shall make their interest known. Selection 
for these resulting vacancies shall be made from the list of eligible applicants for the originally advertised position, which list 
shall be used for h s  purpose for a maximum of one school year. During this time, no new applicants shall be considered for 
the sequentially resulting vacancies. 
(b) Persons interested in any promotional vacancies resulting from the filling of the originally advertised position may apply 
at the time of original posting and shall be considered for any resulting positions for which they qualify. 
When a promotional position is filled pursuant to this Article, all remaining eligible applicants shall be considered, upon their 
written request, for any vacancy which develops during the remainder of the school year and which is of the same type and 
requires the same qualifications as the originally advertised position. All such vacancies shall be announced as they occur by 
the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, for a period of five days during which time eligible applicants shall make 
their interest known. Selection for such vacancies shall be made from the list of eligible applicants for the originally 
advertised position, which list shall be used for this purpose for a maximum of one school year. During this time, no new 
applicants shall be considered for such vacancies. 
As used in paragraphs 15.4.4 and 15.4.5 above, the term "school year" shall mean July 1 through June 30. 
Teachers who desire to apply for a promotional position which may become vacant during the summer vacation period shall 
submit their applications to the Human Resources Office, giving the address where they can be reached during the summer 
vacation period. It shall be the teacher's responsibility to see that the correct address is on file. 
The Human Resources Office shall notify such teachers of any vacancy in a position for which they have application on file 
by sending them a copy of the position advertisement. Such notice shall be sent as far in advance as practicable, and in no 
event less than twenty-one (21) calendar days before applications are to close. 
In addition, the Human Resources Office shall, within the same time period, post advertisements of promotional positions to 
be filled during the summer vacation period on a bulletin board at the administration office and shall send copies of such 
advertisements to the NFT. 
In the event that any specifications for the position are changed after posting, the Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources shall re-post the position and notify in writing all of the applicants of those changes. After re-posting the position, 
teachers shall have an additional ten (10) days to apply for the position if they did not apply within the time specified in the 
original posting. 
Each qualified applicant for a promotional position shall receive written notice of the Board's appointment to the position 
from the Office of Human Resources. 
A teacher shall be added to the ad hoc committees which recommend to the Superintendent promotions of members of the 
teacher negotiating unit to administrative positions. The teacher appointed should be appropriate to the position involved in 
the promotion. He or she shall be nominated by the NFT and appointed by the Superintendent. 
The requirement, established by past practice, of holding interviews with on-staff applicants for guidance counselor positions 
is dissolved as of August 22, 1984. However, such interviews may continue to be held as deemed necessary by the administration 
and all guidance counselor vacancies must continue to be advertised to the teaching staff in accordance with established 
practice. 
Department chairpersons shall be elected by majority vote of each respective department. The principal may nominate one 
candidate and the department others. Tie votes shall be resolved by the department. District-wide department chairperson 
candidates will also be elected by the departments. Nomination and tie-breaking procedures shall be the same as above, 
except that the Deputy Superintendent shall act in place of the principals. After one year of service of an elected department 
chairperson, the principal may dismiss that person. However, if that department chairperson is reelected by vote of the 
department, the Superintendent shall make the final determination as to removal after an investigation is made. 
15.1 1 Building TSAs shall be nominated by the principal of each building and elected by the majority vote of the faculty. Tie votes 
shall be resolved by the principal. The principal shall submit two nominations for the faculty to vote upon. 
15.1 1.1 To be eligible for the position of TSA a teacher must be on tenure in the district. 
15.1 1.2 Elected building TSAs, Central Office TSAs, and Magnet School TSAs shall be entitled to return to the school location 
which they were assigned immediately prior to being transferred to their TSA positions. If they choose not to exercise this 
right, they must enter the pool of involuntary transferees. 
Article 16 
16.1 Abolition of Positions and Reduction of Teaching Force. 
16.1.1 In the event the Board of Education finds it necessary to abolish a teaching position, or reduce the teaching force, the services 
of the tenure teacher having the least seniority in the system within the tenure area of the position abolished or reduced shall 
be discontinued. 
16.1.2 The services of non-tenured teachers shall be discontinued before those of any teacher with tenure. Teachers not on tenure 
shall be separated on the basis of years of service rendered. 
16.1.3 "Qualifications" as used here and subsequently shall mean not only grade level or subject matter certification, but also such 
factors as additional training or experience in the assignment concerned. 
Any teacher whose services are terminated because of position abolishments or reductions in force shall, if a temporary 
vacancy due to leave of absence occurs, be employed as a regular substitute teacher to fill such vacancy on the following 
conditions only: 
The vacancy is in the teacher's area of (a) current New York State certification and (b) tenure at the time of separation from 
service. 
The teacher shall, in the case of an assignment requiring special training, such as the elementary math lab, attend any pre- 
service or in-service workshops conducted by the department involved. 
Teachers on tenure who are employed under paragraph 16.2 above shall be employed in order of seniority, provided the 
conditions set forth in said paragraph and sub-paragraphs are met. 
Involuntary Transfers 
Whenever teachers on tenure are transferred involuntarily due to a reduction in force or abolition of a position, such transfers 
shall be made to vacant positions and shall be determined on the basis of seniority within the tenure area of the position 
reduced or abolished. The teacher with the least seniority shall be transferred first. Non-tenured teachers shall be transferred 
before any teacher with tenure. 
a. Notwithstanding any other provision in this or any other article in this agreement, K-5 teachers being displaced may be 
reassigned within their present schools, tenure areas and fields of certification before the vacancies from those schools are 
listed for biddmg by involuntary transferees from other schools, provided the teachers agree to such transfers. 
b. A list of resultant and/or remaining open positions in the school system shall be made available to all K-12 teachers being 
involuntarily transferred or reassigned. 
c. A meeting of all said teachers, called by the Deputy Superintendent of Schools and/or the Assistant Superintendent for 
Human Resources, will be held at a school location prior to the last work day of teachers. A teacher unable to attend this 
meeting may send a designee. 
d. At this meeting all open positions will be offered to those present. Teachers will select said positions according to 
seniority in their tenure areas. This will continue until all teachers at this meeting have been placed. Vacancies developing 
subsequent to this meeting and to the placement of involuntary transferees shall be filled at the discretion of the Board. 
e. Those having dual certification within a single tenure area, but teaching under one certificate only, may not transfer to their 
second field of certification within that tenure area if this results in the layoff of a junior teacher who is teaching and certified 
in the one field only. 
f. Teachers being involuntarily transferred or reassigned shall have preference over those seeking voluntary transfer of 
reassignment, assuming appropriate certification. 
Should vacancies develop subsequent to any involuntary transfers, which, had they been known, would have made any of the 
involuntary transfers unnecessary, the district will make a good faith effort to return the teacher to his or her original 
assignment, provided: the teacher files a written and specific transfer request, no firher involuntary transfers are necessary 
and the move can be accomplished prior to the first day of school. In no case shall such transfers back to original assignments 
occur after a school year has begun, unless deemed educationally sound by the Board. 
In determining seniority of a teacher on tenure for purposes of tlus article, the beginning date of seniority shall be the date of 
the teacher's most recent hire in the school system w i t h  the tenure area of his position. 
If involuntary transfers are necessary in the judgment of the Superintendent after September lst, such transfers shall be 
decided at the discretion of the Superintendent, or his designee, without adherence to the provisions of this article. However, 
teachers transferred under such circumstances shall, effective the following school year, have the option of remaining in their 
new assignment or being considered as involuntary transferees with attendant rights thereof under this agreement. 
In the event a present combination grade is dissolved and a new straight grade or grades are made or if a present straight 
grade or grades are dissolved and a combination grade is made, those straight grades or combination shall be considered 
vacancies and all teachers being involuntarily transferred may apply for these new vacancies. Teachers with the least 
seniority in the grade levels involved in each school building will then be involuntarily transferred from their buildings and 
will be given the opportunity to bid on the new assignment along with other teachers being involuntarily transferred. 
When there are consecutive grade-level combination classes that are being eliminated, the lower number combination grade 
ties those two grades together and the least senior teacher is involuntarily transferred. The highest grade combination class is 
paired with the higher of these grades and the least senior teacher is involuntarily transferred. 
When a single elementary grade is abolished and a combination grade including that grade is retained, the teacher of the 
combination grade shall not be included among those teachers being ranked by grade level seniority for the purpose of 
involuntary transfer. 
If a teacher presents a physician's statement justifying the teacher's request for voluntary transfer, the teacher shall, upon 
corroboration of the physician's statement by the School Medical Inspector is authorized to exercise the same rights as 
involuntary transferees. 
Positions advertised to involuntary transferees in the music department shall hereafter be designated as instrumental or vocal 
or both; if a combination of the two, the assignment shall be advertised showing the breakdown by day. It is understood that 
all assignments advertised shall be valid, open assignments; assignments which have not been changed and in which people 
are already deployed shall, of course, not be listed. 
Article 17 
POSITIONS IN SUMMER SCHOOL, ADULT EDUCATION AND HOME TEACHING 
Applications for summer and adult education positions shall be received by the Human Resources Office at any time so long 
as advertised deadlines are met. All openings for summer school, adult education, or home teaching positions shall be 
adequately publicized in each school building as early as possible and teachers who have applied for such positions shall be 
notified of the action taken regarding their applications as early as possible. A core of 65% of the summer school staff shall 
be notified by June 1 of each year. 
In filling these positions among equally qualified applicants, preference shall be given to the following factors in the order 
indicated: 
Regularly appointed teachers in the Niagara Falls public school system 
Teachers who have previously filled such positions over those who have not. 
Seniority in the Niagara Falls public school system. 
Regularly appointed teachers in the Niagara Falls public school system shall be entitled to one (1) sick leave day each 
summer school session. Such sick leave shall be cumulative to ten days. If summer school employment is discontinued for 
two or more years, accumulated sick leave is forfeited. Accumulated summer school sick leave shall be forfeited if the 
teacher does not accept summer school employment when offered for two consecutive years. 
For home teaching situations, the regular teacher of the child shall be contacted and must be given fxst preference as the 
home teacher, provided that the teacher is available at times convenient to the pupil and parent; provided also that, in the case 
of secondary subject, the teacher's competencies are such that they meet the student's greatest needs 
Article 18 
TEACHER EVALUATION 
All Teachers 
All observation of the work performance of a teacher for the purpose of evaluation shall be conducted openly, with full 
knowledge of the teacher. 
Teachers shall be given a signed copy of any evaluation report prepared by their supervisors and/or principals and intended 
for filing in their personnel folders at least one day before the conference to discuss it. No such report shall be submitted to 
the central admmistration, placed in the teacher's file or otherwise acted upon without affording adequate opportunity for a 
conference with a teacher. 
Teachers shall have the right, upon request, to review the contents of their internal personnel folders and to make copies of 
any locally originated documents in it, unless prohibited by law, under the supervision of the Superintendent or his designee. 
a. No material, excluding preemployment sources, derogatory to a teacher's conduct, service, character or personality will 
be placed in his personnel file unless the teacher has had an opportunity to review the material within 30 days after receipt of 
written notification. Such notification shall be given the teacher upon receipt of it by the Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources. 
b. Within this period, the teacher shall acknowledge that he or she has had the opportunity to review such material by 
affixing hislher signature to the copy to be filed, with the express understanding that such signature in no way indicated 
agreement with the contents thereof. 
c. The teacher shall have the right to submit a written answer to such material. Such answer shall be attached to the 
aforementioned material in the personnel file. 
d. If the teacher does not take advantage of the opportunity to review the aforementioned material with the 30-day time limit 
provided herein, the material shall nonetheless be filed in his or her personnel file. 
Teacher evaluations shall be done only by supervisory and administrative personnel and shall be signed by said personnel. 
Probationary Teachers 
a. Written evaluation based on previous observations of probationary teachers shall be made during the 5th and 8th months 
of the school year. Ratings of teachers in their last year of probation shall be submitted by April 1. 
b. Each first year probationary teacher shall be given a sample copy of the evaluation sheet during orientation week and the 
evaluation process shall be explained to him or her within the first month of school. 
c. In addition to the usual assistance which probationary teachers receive, those receiving unsatisfactory ratings shall be given 
extra guidance in their areas of weakness, and shall be expected to fulfill the necessary steps (extra study, conferences, work, 
etc.) in order to correct weaknesses. 
As a matter of professional courtesy, a probationary teacher who is not granted tenure may request, and shall receive, an 
interview to discuss his or her evaluation reports prior to the termination of hidher services. 
Tenured Teachers 
Each teacher shall be given a complete copy of the evaluation instrument to be used in preparing the evaluation of the 
teacher's performance at the beginning of the school year or as soon thereafter as it is published. A copy shall be kept on file 
in each building. 
The evaluator shall hold at least one conference with the teacher each semester to review the results of the observations made 
of the teacher's performance during that semester. 
a. The teacher shall be promptly informed of any sub-standard performance observed by the evaluator. 
b. Each evaluative observation shall be of at least 20 minutes' duration, unless altered in a given instance by mutual 
agreement of the teacher and evaluator. 
The teacher shall have the opportunity to sign the final evaluation report submitted for his or her personnel file; such 
signature shall not necessarily denote agreement. 
The teacher shall have the opportunity to write a comment in response to the report for inclusion in his or her personnel file. 
The pilot evaluation reports completed for the 1984/85 school year shall be retained by the evaluators; if these reports are 
subsequently placed in the teachers' personnel files, the teachers shall be so notified in writing by the Assistant 
Superintendent for Human Resources. All future evaluation reports shall be placed in each teacher's personnel folder 
annually. 
Fair Dismissal 
a. No member of the bargaining unit shall be disciplined, reprimanded, reduced in compensation or deprived of any 
professional advantage without just cause. 
b. No member of the bargaining unit beyond the third year of service shall be dismissed without just cause. 
c. Probationary teachers in the first three years of service may be dismissed at the discretion of the Board of Education; 
pursuant to Education Law 303 1 and such dismissals shall not be subject to grievance or arbitration under this Agreement. 
Teacher evaluations shall be done only by supervisory and adrmnistrative personnel and shall be signed by said personnel. 
Requests for assistance by a probationary teacher shall not be used as the basis for adverse criticism on the evaluation form of 
said teacher, unless accompanied by a statement of the help rendered and the results of such help in respect to the 
performance of the teacher 
Article 19 
TEACHER FACILITIES 
Each school shall have the following facilities: 
Reasonable space in each classroom in which the teacher may safely store instructional materials and supplies. 
A school area for equipment and supplies for the preparation of instructional materials. 
An appropriately furnished room to be reserved for exclusive use as a faculty lounge; said room shall be in addition to the 
aforementioned work area. 
A separate, private dining area for the exclusive use of the instructional staff. 
A desk or other equivalent facility for the exclusive use, outside of regular teaching hours, of each teacher assigned 
exclusively to a school building, plus a place to store materials and supplies. 
In all new school buildings, and wherever else possible, each school shall have the following facilities: 
An internal communication system between the classroom and school office, except in those school buildings which will be 
abandoned within the near future. 
Well-lighted and clean rest rooms separate for each sex and separate from the students' rest rooms. 
A serviceable desk and chair at each station for the use of teachers assigned there. 
Teachers shall at all times have safe and healthful conditions in school buildings, parking lots, and exterior school premises, 
under which to carry out their professional duties. 
Wherever possible, the Board shall provide adequate parlung facilities. 
As soon as possible, teachers who work in more than one (1) school building shall be assigned, in each school in which they 
work an appropriate room and other facilities which permit the effective discharge of their responsibilities to their pupils. 
Such teachers shall also be assigned a classroom or office with a desk or other equivalent facility and a place to store 
materials and supplies for their exclusive use outside of regular teaching hours. 
In general, the school telephones are for school business only; however, they shall be made available for teacher use. 
Emergency long-distance calls should be made only when necessary and charged to the teacher's home phone or charges 
reversed. 
Each nurse's office shall have a telephone with a separate and individual outside line. 
Long distance calls for school purposes must be approved by the principal. 
Teachers shall not be called from classes for telephone calls except in cases of emergency. 
Phones for teachers' private, personally charged long distance use shall be available during the noon hour. 
Article 20 
USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES 
On school days, prior to regular school hours as well as after school up to 6 P.M., the NFT shall have the privilege of using 
school buildings without cost for meetings whenever the building andlor rooms are available. The NFT shall submit its 
requests for such use to the principal of the building in question in advance of all such meetings. Use of school facilities on 
all other occasions shall be determined in compliance with established Board policies. 
The NFT shall have the exclusive use of bulletin boards in each faculty lounge, faculty dining area and a portion of the 
school office bulletin board to post material involving teacher representation. Exclusive use is interpreted to mean that the 
NFT can post materials relative to NFT affairs and matters relating to teacher representation. Bulletin boards shall not be 
used for the posting of such material as is prohibited in paragraph 20.4 of this article. It is also understood that no other 
teacher organization or its affiliates, other than the NFT or its affiliates, shall be permitted to post materials. Posting of 
materials by social organizations relating to teachers (i.e., bowling leagues, schoolmasters, etc.) shall be pennitted under this 
article. 
The locations of new installations of NFT bulletin boards shall be agreed upon jointly by the principal and the NFT Building 
Committee. 
The NFT shall have the privilege of using school equipment under existing Board regulations. 
The NFT shall have the right to the use of school mail boxes for normal NFT business, excluding any materials opposing or 
advocating the election of candidates for any local, state or national public office. In addition, a mail stop shall be established 
for the NFT office at once. 
Article 21 
SICK LEAVE 
Teachers shall be entitled to fifteen (15) days sick leave with full pay per school year earned at the rate of one five (1.5) days 
per month as of the frrst official day of said school year. 
Teachers shall be given an advance of their total annual allowance of fifteen (15) sick leave days as of the first official day of 
school each year, but any teacher who takes such advance leave and terminates from the school system prior to having earned 
the leave on a 1.5-day per month basis shall have deducted from his or her final salary check the amount equal to the number 
of days taken but not earned. Leave may be accumulated from year to year to a maximum of 200 days. 
Probationary teachers newly appointed shall be eligible for approved sick bank use immediately upon exhaustion of their 
accumulated sick leave for no more than two school years, notwithstanding paragraph 2 1.4.2 below such use of sick bank 
leave shall not be allowed until all accumulated sick leave has been exhausted, 
Teachers who have exhausted their accumulated sick leave shall be eligible only for ten days' advance sick leave in the 
succeeding school year, after which they shall be eligible for one day of leave per two months worked 
Upon initial employment in the Niagara Falls public schools, teachers who have taught in other school systems shall be 
credited with a maximum sick leave accumulation of five (5) days for each year of approved service in such other systems up 
to a total of ten (10) years, or the exact number of leave days accumulated in their previous positions, whichever is less 
Teachers who have taught in the Niagara Falls Public Schools as long term substitutes and have accumulated sick leave as 
per Article 26 shall be credited with said sick leave accumulation upon probationary employment. 
A teacher who expects to be absent from school shall call the Administration Building (286-4228) no later than 7:30 A.M. on 
the day of absence. Existing administrative regulations for reporting absences shall be followed. The names of those who 
report their absences after 7:30 A.M. shall be given to the President of the NFT. 
On the day of returning from an absence, it is each teacher's responsibility to present a written excuse for his or her absence, 
stating exact dates and definite reason to the principal. Existing administrative procedures are to be followed in connection 
with the submission of excuses. 
A medical certificate shall be furnished in c o ~ e c t i o n  with any absence because of illness upon request of the Superintendent 
of Schools. When a member of the instructional staff loses time due to surgery, injury or illness of ten (10) or more 
consecutive days, a doctor's certificate must be presented by the employee to the School Medical Inspector prior to return to 
duty, stating that the employee is able to return to work on a specific date. When this certificate is approved by the School 
Medical Inspector, the employee shall file it immediately with the Office of Human Resources. 
21.3.2.1 Upon mutual agreement of the District and teacher, a nurse practitioner may approve a doctor's certificate that is presented 
by the employee prior to return to duty after injury or illness of ten (10) or more consecutive days of absence. A teacher 
returning to duty from injury or illness retains the right to have a doctor's certificate approved exclusively by the School 
Medical inspector. 
21.3.3 In the event the doctor's certificate is not available at the time the employee is ready to return to duty, it is permissible for the 
employee's doctor to call the School Medical inspector authorizing the patient's return to duty, but the doctor's written 
authorization must be received within three days. 
21.4 The Board will establish a sick leave bank to be used when an employee is incapacitated by long-term sickness or injury, if as 
many as 500 employees agree to participate in accordance with the terms contained herein. 
Membership in the sick leave bank is automatic on the part of the employees. 
The first 30 consecutive days of illness or disability will not be covered by the bank but must be covered by the employee's 
own accumulated sick leave or absence without pay. 
A maximum of 60 days each school year can be drawn by any one member from the bank. Regular substitutes may draw a 
maximum of 30 days from the sick bank each school year. 
Participating members must return to work and must meet the requirements of item "21.4.3" before becoming eligible to 
utilize sick leave bank benefits again. 
A member of the bank will not be able to utilize sick leave bank benefits until his or her own sick leave is depleted. 
Members utilizing sick leave days from the bank will not have to replace these days except as a regular contributing member 
to the bank. 
Upon termination of employment or withdrawal of membership from the bank, a participating employee will not be permitted 
to withdraw his contributed days. 
A committee composed of two Board representatives and two NFT members will be established to determine the eligibility 
of a teacher to draw from the sick bank. 
Should the NFT decide to discontinue the sick bank, all accumulated days will be camed to the next year andlor until the 
bank is depleted. 
No more than 120 days may be used from the sick bank by the same individual in any consecutive contractual three-year 
period. 
Article 22 
TEMPORARY LEAVES OF ABSENCE 
Teachers shall be entitled to the following temporary leaves of absence with pay and without deduction from accumulated 
m u a l  leave each school year. 
(a) Two days of leave each year for personal business, household, legal or matters other than sickness, which cannot be 
conducted outside school hours shall be granted upon forty-eight hours' written notice to the Assistant Superintendent for 
Human Resources. These days are non-cumulative except that if they are not used, they shall be added to the teacher's 
balance of accumulated sick leave regardless of the amount. 
(b) Personal leave shall be earned at the rate of one day per semester. (Two may be taken at any time but must be 
reimbursed at the above rate to the Board if employment is terminated before the completion of the school year.) Misuse of 
personal leave shall result in loss of pay. 
(c) The standard personal leave request form must be submitted directly to the Offke of Human Resources. 
(d) The teacher shall be notified by the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources whether the request has been 
approved. However, teachers shall not assume that their requests have been approved if they do not receive word from the 
Human Resources Office but shall check with that office before taking leave. 
In cases of emergency, the request may be made by telephone to the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources without 
the normal forty-eight (48) hours notice but written requests must follow within seventy-two (72) hours of the date of return 
from the leave. 
Personal leave shall not be approved when an excessive number of applications for the same day are received. 
Personal leave shall not be allowed on any day adjacent to a holiday, regular school vacation, or during the last two weeks of 
school unless: 
(a) it can be shown that the occasion for the leave cannot possibly be transferred to another date, and 
(b) the reason for the leave would ordinarily be acceptable. 
Except in the above cases concerning leaves adjacent to a holiday, a regular school vacation, or during the last two weeks of 
school, no reason for personal leave need be given when reporting such leave. 
Time necessary for appearances in legal proceedings connected with the teacher's employment or with the school system or 
for the performance of jury duty, or because he has been subpoenaed in a legal matter in which he is not personally involved, 
shall be authorized. A teacher taking such leave shall reimburse the School District for any fees he receives as a juror or 
witness except for mileage which he shall be entitled to keep. 
The use of up to five (5) days of accumulated leave for each instance of death of any of the following is authorized: 
Mother Father Son 
Daughter 
Husband 
Father-in-law 
Aunt 
Niece 
Direct son-in-law 
Grandson 
Brother Sister 
Wife Mother-in-law 
Grandmother Grandfather 
Uncle Nephew 
Direct brother-in-law Direct sister-in-law 
Direct daughter-in-law Granddaughter 
Any member of the immediate household 
When a teacher has the responsibility for the care of a relative, a maximum of five (5) days per school year may be taken 
from accumulated sick leave. 
In reporting leave under paragraphs 22.3 and 22.4 above, the teacher must state the relationship of the party concerned. 
Up to two (2) days for religious reasons which specifically require absence during school hours shall be allowed. Those who 
are unable to accommodate their religious obligations under the school calendar shall be granted a third day, provided written 
documentation of the need is furnished by an official representative of the religious institution imposing the obligation. 
Temporary leave, without pay or increment, may be granted only for reasons approved in advance. Such leave may be 
granted at the discretion of the Superintendent of Schools provided that in his judgment the continuity of instruction is not 
thereby lessened and that no financial loss to the Board of Education will result. Such leave shall not be granted for purposes 
of extending scheduled vacations, partisan political activity, recreation or travel. 
Article 23 
EXTENDED LEAVES OF ABSENCE 
General Provision 
Except in the case of emergency personal illness leave, all requests for extended leave shall be submitted at least thirty (30) 
calendar days in advance unless the teacher is unable to do so due to extenuating circumstances beyond hisher control. 
Except in the case of emergency personal illness, the Board shall reserve the right to delay any request for extended leave, up 
to a maximum of thYty (30) calendar days beyond the effective date of such leave, in the event a qualified andor certified 
replacement is unavailable. 
A leave of absence for a maximum of two years without pay shall be granted to any teacher on tenure who joins the Peace 
Corps, VISTA, or National Teachers Corps, and is a 111-time participant in any of such programs. 
Military leave shall be granted to any teacher who is inducted or who enlists into any branch of the armed forces of the 
United States. Upon return from such leave, a teacher shall be considered as if he or she had been actively employed by the 
Board during the leave and shall be placed on the salary schedule at the level helshe would have achieved if helshe had not 
been absent. As provided by law, teachers who enter military duty while still in their probationary period as teachers shall be 
required to complete the balance of their probationary period, not to exceed one year, upon their return from military duty. 
All such leaves and related benefits shall be granted in accordance with the law. 
Women teachers shall be granted maternity leave, to be deducted from and to the extent of accumulated sick leave. In the 
event the teacher's accumulated sick leave expires before she is medically fit for duty, the teacher shall be placed in leave 
without pay status until such time as she is able to return, subject to the provisions of Paragraph 23.12 of this article. 
For non-tenure teachers, maternity leave, when taken without pay, shall be an intenuption of the probationary period and not 
be taken in lieu of service in meeting the requirements for serving a probationary period. 
A teacher shall not accumulate additional leave days during maternity leave when taken without pay. 
The Board shall grant a leave of absence without pay or increment up to four (4) weeks to any teacher to campaign for a 
public office, and if elected to that office, to complete the term of office to which elected for a period of up to four (4) years. 
Such leave may be extended for an additional 4 years in the event of re-election at the discretion of the Board of Education. 
The Board shall grant a leave of absence without pay for up to two (2) years for any teacher or teachers (total at any one time 
not to be more than 3) for the purpose of full-time or part-time employment or related office with the Niagara Falls Teachers 
andfor its affiliates. Upon return from such leave, said teachers shall return at the same pay step they would have been 
entitled to if they had remained in the employment of the School District. 'All benefits accrued to said teachers prior to their 
leave shall be reinstated upon their return to the school district. Such leave may be extended by the Board for an additional 
period of two years upon written application 30 days prior to the end of such leave. Monies paid to the New York State 
Teachers Retirement System in the teacher's name by the School District during the duration of this leave shall be reimbursed 
to the District by the "Employee Organization." 
Personal leaves of absence without pay or increment not provided in Article 22 may be granted teachers on tenure only, but at 
the discretion of the Board and for a maximum of one year. If such leave is taken for the purpose of marriage or to engage in 
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employment other than teaching, it must be taken in multiples of one semester. Such leaves shall be requested at least 30 
days in advance; however, the teacher shall be released upon the location of a qualified replacement or at the expiration of the 
30 days' notice, whichever is sooner. If no qualified replacement is available, personal leave may be denied. 
All benefits to which a teacher was entitled at the time his or her leave of absence commenced, provided helshe returns under 
the conditions stipulated in the leave grant, including unused accumulated sick leave and credits, shall be restored to himther 
upon his return, and helshe shall be assigned to the same position which helshe held at the time said leave commenced, if 
available, or, if not, to a substantially equivalent position. 
Teachers on leave shall continue to receive the Board's life insurance protection. 
All requests for extensions or renewals of leaves shall be applied for and acted upon in writing. 
Any teacher on tenure whose personal illness extends beyond the period of accumulated leave shall be granted a leave of 
absence for up to one (1) year without pay or increment, renewable to a maximum of two (2) years of total leave without pay. 
Up to one year of educational leave without loss of accrued benefits, shall be granted teachers on tenure who desire to 
broaden their professional backgrounds by pursuing advanced studies. In addition, but only upon explicit approval by the 
Superintendent of Schools or his designee, educational leave may be taken for the purpose of accepting a teaching position 
outside the district. 
Educational leave shall be taken in multiples of one semester only, unless otherwise authorized by the Superintendent of 
Schools or his designee. 
Teachers on probation shall not be granted leaves of absence except for reasons of maternity or military service. Teachers on 
probation shall not be excluded from temporary leaves without pay under Article 22. 
Teachers shall be granted leave without pay or increment and with no loss of accrued benefits in cases of adoption for up to 
two years. Such leave may be extended a maximum of one year at the discretion of the Board. Notification of such leave 
shall be given thlrty days in advance. Later notice shall be permissible in cases of emergency need but emergency leaves of 
less than h t y  days notice shall be granted at the Board's discretion and provided that a qualified replacement teacher is 
available. Leave for purposes of adoption shall not be counted as part of the three-year probationary period. 
Teachers on leave of absence shall notify the school district by May 1 of their intention to return from leave or to remain on 
extended leave. The Board will notify teachers on leave of absence by April 1 that if they do not give notification of their 
intentions for the succeeding year by May 1 they will be replaced for one year by regular substitute teachers. 
Child-rearing leave, without pay or increment, shall be granted teachers if they so request, in multiples of one semester for a 
total maximum leave period of two and one-half years. Child rearing leave shall constitute an interruption of the 
probationary period, and not be taken in lieu of service to meet the requirements for serving a probationary period. Child- 
rearing leave following a second, successive instance of pregnancy, i.e., which occurs during an extended leave, may be 
granted or denied, at the discretion of the Board. 
Teachers talung ch i ld rea~g  leave for only one (1) semester shall have the option of returning to their pre-leave assignment 
or being transferred pursuant to provisions set forth in Article 16 of the NFT Agreement. The Assistant Superintendent for 
Human Resources must be notified of the option selected at the time childrearing leave is requested. 
23.18 Teachers on tenure who are transferred involuntarily within their tenure area but out of their fields of certification shall be 
placed on mandatory leave without pay or increment for a period of up to one school year, solely and expressly for the 
purpose of completing the certification requirements in their new areas of assignment. Such leave may be extended, in 
multiples of one semester only, for a maximum of one additional school year if necessary in the judgment of the 
Superintendent of Schools. If vacancies exist within a tenure area in more than one area of certification, teachers may 
indicate their choices as to which areas of assignment they wish to seek certification in. However, the Board shall not be 
obligated to grant such choices if, in its judgment, the staffing needs of the school district are not best served thereby. While 
the teacher is on leave pursuant to this provision, he shall continue to receive the insurance coverage provided by the Board 
to all teachers. 
23.19 Notwithstanding any other provision of this agreement, no teacher, male or female, shall be granted leave or any extension or 
combination of leave of any kind or under any circumstances for a total continuous period of more than three school years. 
This overall prohibition applies to and includes all types of leaves as presently constituted and provided for under this article, 
in addition to and including sabbatical leave as provided in Article 24. 
23.19.1 If the teacher fails to notify the Board by August 15 of his or her intention to return to duty upon the conclusion of a leave of 
absence granted under this article, such failure to do so shall constitute the teacher's resignation. This condition shall be 
stated in the letter of the Board granting the leave to the teacher and the teacher's signed acceptance of the leave shall 
constitute his acceptance of and agreement to such condition. 
Teachers returning from extended leave prior to September 1st shall, if not being reassigned to their pre-leave position, be 
considered as involuntary transferees and shall be transferred pursuant to provisions set forth in Article 16 of this Agreement. 
The above shall also apply to teachers returning from extended leave within the school year. 
Article 24 
SABBATICAL LEAVES 
Sabbatical leaves of one (1) or two (2) semesters may be granted to teachers who have been continuously employed as full- 
time teachers for at least seven (7) years excluding all leaves of absence, in the school system for travel, study or other 
purposes of value to the school system. A teacher who has been awarded a sabbatical leave may not apply for a second such 
grant until he has served for another seven continuous years in the school system. Teachers in their 7th consecutive teaching 
year may apply for a sabbatical leave which will commence in their 8th year. 
The Board shall grant such leaves for not less than three (3) teachers in the school system each year, provided that such 
number of qualified applications is received and such leaves will not be prejudicial to the school system. 
Among qualified applicants, educational benefit to be derived by the school system shall be a significant factor in 
determining which staff members shall receive sabbatical leaves. No leave shall be granted for other than educational 
purposes. 
Applications for sabbatical leave must be submitted to the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources in writing no later 
than February 1 of the school year prior to the year for which the leave is requested. Teachers shall be informed of the action 
taken on their applications no later than March 1. 
Sabbatical leaves for one (1) year shall be at half (112) of the full salary the teacher would have received during the period of 
such leave and for one-half (112) year at the full salary the teacher would have received. 
Salaries paid during sabbatical leave shall be paid at regular pay periods. 
Sabbatical leave shall be granted without salary restrictions on grants or fellowship awards received. The teacher may accept 
employment while on sabbatical leave if all requirements of the leave set forth in this article are met and the teacher earns a 
minimum of twelve (12) semester hours credit or does approved research. 
Upon return from sabbatical leave, a teacher shall be placed on the salary schedule at the level he would have achieved if he 
had not been absent. 
If the teacher does not return to the School District for at least one (1) complete school year, he shall fully reimburse the 
District upon notification of his termination of employment with the District for all salaries and other benefits received. 
When a teacher returns from sabbatical leave, he shall be placed in the same, or substantially the same, position which he left 
at the time said leave commenced unless it is deemed that the teacher's mining while on sabbatical leave qualifies hun for a 
different position that would be of more benefit to the school system. 
Not more than one professional employee from any one elementary school, nor from any one department of secondary 
instruction shall be permitted to go on sabbatical leave at the same time. 
The following criteria shall be heeded in determining selection of applicants for sabbatical leave: 
Immediate and direct benefit to the school program. 
Demonstration of initiative by the applicant toward achieving his goal through other means prior to applying for sabbatical 
leave. 
Seniority, where conditions in 1. and 2. above are equal. 
Persons using their sabbatical leave for the purpose of attending a college or university shall file with the office of Human 
Resources transcripts or grade reports of all work completed as soon as such records become available. This work must be in 
fulfillment of general plans stated when the application for leave was approved. 
Those granted leaves for other purposes shall submit a brief written report specifying: 
a. activities during the leave period. 
b. benefits obtained. 
c. future plans and application (if any). 
Article 25 
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 
A teacher employed to replace a regular teacher or to teach a particular class or subject for at least one full semester but not 
more than one school year at a time shall be appointed as a regular substitute teacher and shall be on the same salary schedule 
and have the same rights and benefits as regular teachers under this Agreement, except as elsewhere provided. 
A teacher who is employed on a day-to-day basis, who works at the same position for sixty (60) consecutive school days, 
exclusive of sick and other authorized leave, shall be appointed as a regular substitute teacher retroactive to the first day of 
such employment until such time as the original teacher returns or a permanent qualified teacher is located to fill the position. 
If the position is filled through either of these means immediately upon the resumption of school after a recess, the converted 
regular substitute teacher shall be paid through the last day of teaching duty prior to the recess. Fringe benefits shall become 
effective on the day of conversion. Uncertified teachers converted under this article shall be replaced upon the location of an 
appropriately certified teacher. 
Teachers converting from per diem status to regular substitute status shall be placed on the salary schedule according to the 
determination of the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, but in no event shall such teachers be credited with 
more than five years of service and a masters degree. 
Whenever possible, substitute teacher positions shall be filled by teachers who have met the state certification requirements. 
If a certified substitute teacher is unavailable, such position may be filled by a qualified, non-certified teacher. The NFT shall 
be notified of the name of any non-certified teacher who teaches in the school system more than forty-one (4 1) days in any 
school year. 
Service as a regular substitute teacher is creditable toward tenure if it is part of a continuous period immediately prior to 
entering probationary status as a teacher. Teachers who have served as regular substitutes for two (2) or more successive 
years prior to receiving probationary appointments shall be credited with two (2) years of probationary service at the start of 
their probationary appointment and need only complete one additional year of probation before being considered for tenure. 
In the event of continuous absence of two months' duration or more on the part of a regular teacher, the per diem substitute 
teacher employed as a replacement shall be taken fiom the "preferred eligible list," subject to the following conditions: 
The replacement teacher must hold the appropriate certification. 
the projected duration of the absence must be known to the Office of Human Resources before one week of absence has 
elapsed. 
there shall be no displacement of the per diem substitute teacher employed as a replacement after one week of absence on the 
regular teacher's part. 
Article 26 
ATTENDANCE AT EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCES 
Teachers may be granted leave with expenses and a substitute teacher provided and without loss of pay for attendance at 
meetings or workshops directly related to their teaching areas and through which they can make a definite contribution to the 
school program 
A detailed regulation covering expense account allowances shall be on file in each principal's office. 
Generally, no one teacher shall be granted permission to attend more than one meeting each school year. Exceptions may be 
made, however, at the discretion of the Superintendent with the approval of the Board. 
Teachers may be granted leave without loss of pay, a substitute provided, but without expenses for the following meetings: 
meetings called by the State Education Department. Attendance at these meetings shall be open to all teachers. 
the President of the NFT may attend meetings to which he or she is summoned by the New York State United Teachers, and 
the American Federation of Teachers, or their affiliates, in which the NFT or their affiliates pay hisher expenses. 
time necessary for official voting delegates to the annual organization meetings of: the election district of the New York 
State United Teachers, the New York State United Teachers, the American Federation of Teachers, or their affiliates. 
twenty (20) teacher days per year for attendance by the NFT at educational meetings, in addition to delegates' days for the 
annual organization meeting. 
if taken during summer school or summer workshops, the above leaves shall be without pay. 
Applications for attendance at meetings under this article shall be submitted in writing to the appropriate division head 
normally fifteen (15) days in advance, except in the case of emergency situations, where authorization shall be sought at least 
three (3) days in advance. 
Teachers interested in attending conferences of their own choosing which are not covered by the above procedures may 
request attendance under provisions allowing leave for personal reasons other than sickness. 
Delegates to the New York State Retirement Convention shall be provided the necessary days off with pay, substitutes and 
the use of the Board of Education automobile if so desired, for the purpose of attendance at Retirement Conventions. 
Any member of the NFT who is elected as a member of the Board of Directors of NYSUT or AFT shall be granted up to ten 
days' leave without pay per year to carry out the duties of his or her organizational office, subject to compliance with existing 
administrative regulations regarding reporting absence and reimbursement to the Board by the above-mentioned 
organizations for salary paid during the absence of the member. 
Article 27 
LIABILITY AND PERSONAL INJURY PROTECTION 
A teacher suffering injury or incurring damage to personal property in the performance of his duties shall be covered and 
protected by the Board to the following extent: 
The first 50 days of each said personal injury shall be immediately deducted from NFT Sick Bank. 
For days beyond 50 days, full salary to the extent of accumulated sick leave shall be paid to the teacher. 
If the teacher's accumulated sick leave is used up, and the compensation case is still ongoing, said teacher will have all the 
rights and restrictions of NFT Sick Bank as spelled out in Article 21 and Article 27 of the Contract. 
If because of a compensation case, and subsequent loss of accumulated sick leave, the Board of Education will restore said 
sick days to the extent of said loss, if that loss makes said teacher ineligible for Terminal Leave Pay as spelled out in Article 
43.5 - 43.6 of the contract. Said replacement days shall be deducted from the NFT Sick Bank. 
The cost of medical, surgical or hospital services (less the amount of any insurance reimbursement) incurred as the result of 
such injuries. 
Reasonable costs of replacing or repairing dentures, eyeglasses, hearing aids or similar bodily appurtenances not covered by 
worker's compensation which are damaged, destroyed or lost under conditions described in Paragraph 27.1 of this article. 
Upon submission to the Superintendent of adequate proof of the existence of, and damage to, personal property which is not 
protected by reimbursement from other sources, such as insurance, the Board of Education will indemnify teachers to a 
maximum loss of $500. Such coverage excludes personal property lost or misplaced by the teacher or damaged as a result of 
the teacher's neglect. Damage to personal property must have occurred in the discharge of the teachers' duties. 
A mutually representative committee shall be established to study property damage claim procedures and make 
recommendations thereon to the negotiating teams for implementation by the parties within the current contract term, 
provided the parties agree to said recommendations. 
Teachers shall immediately report all cases of assault suffered by them in co~ec t ion  with their employment to their 
immediate superior in writing. 
A report shall be forwarded to the Superintendent who shall comply with any reasonable request from the teacher for 
information in his possession relating to the incident or the persons involved. 
Written notice of injury or damage to personal property incurred in performance of a teacher's duties shall be filed with the 
Superintendent within twenty (20) days after the alleged incident if the teacher intends to make claim to the Board under the 
provisions of this article. 
The Board of Education will save harmless and protect all teachers from financial loss arising out of any claim, demand, suit 
or judgment by reason of alleged negligence or other act resulting in accidental bodily injury to any person, or accidental 
damage to the property of any person, to the extent and in the manner, and subject to the conditions, provided by Section 
3023 of the Education law as the same may hereafter be amended. 
The Board of Education will further provide an attorney or attorneys for, and pay such attorney's fees and expenses 
necessarily incurred in, the defense of a teacher in any civil or criminal action or proceeding arising out of disciplinary action 
taken against any pupil of the school district to the extent and in the manner, and subject to the conditions provided by 
Section 3028 of the Education Law as the same may hereafter be amended. 
Any papers served on an instructional employee must be filed with the Board of Education within ten days after they have 
been received. 
Worker's Compensation payments made to the teacher during the time the teacher is receiving full pay under Paragraph 27.1 
of this Article, shall be reimbursed to the Board. 
Compensation payments received by the Board of Education are used to restore proportionate sick leave credit to the teacher. 
At the expiration of all sick leave credit, compensation payments shall be paid directly to the claimant. 
Teachers shall not be required to drive pupils in their personal cars. 
Article 28 
STUDENT DISCIPLINE 
Subject to and in accordance with the provisions of Section 35.10 of the Penal Law, a teacher is hereby authorized to use 
physical force upon a student entrusted to his or her care and supervision, when and to the extent that heishe reasonably 
believes it to be necessary to maintain discipline or to promote the welfare of such student. 
Emotionally disturbed pupils and pupils presenting severe disciplinary problems impede the educational progress of the 
entire class. No such pupils shall knowingly be assigned to any class without first informing the teacher of the known facts 
relative to such pupils. Neither such pupils nor those with severe health problems shall knowingly be assigned or transferred 
to any class without the administration first informing the teacher of the known facts relative to such pupils. When such a 
student is transferred within or between the schools of the district, the receiving teacher shall, whenever possible, be 
informed of the reasons of the transfer of the student at least 24 hours before the transfer occurs. This provision shall not 
apply to transfers resulting from the balancing of class size or scheduling adjustments in the secondary schools or the 
reorganization of classes in the elementary schools. 
In the event that the presence of any pupil or pupils become unduly disruptive to the conduct of instruction or threatens the 
welfare and/or safety of the teacher and/or the pupils, the teacher shall have the authority to have such pupil or pupils 
temporarily removed from the class until a conference can be held with the principal. Such conferences shall be held prior to 
the next day of school and shall not take place during the teacher's class time or, in secondary schools, during the class 
change intervals; after the conference the principal shall determine whether the pupil shall be returned to the class. The 
teacher shall not exercise the right granted in the paragraph to have the pupil or pupils removed unless all reasonable means 
within the teacher's resources to control or discipline the pupil or pupils concerned have been exhausted by the teacher. 
Teachers have the right and are encouraged to enlist the cooperation of parents in handling discipline problems. After 
consultation with the principal involved, teachers may request parental attendance at a parent-teacher conference to be held 
during school hours at the school. Teacher conferences are not to be scheduled so as to interrupt classroom instruction time. 
The removal of disruptive students from a classroom shall follow the SAVE legislation practices as outlined in the Niagara 
Falls School District Code of Conduct. 
Article 29 
TEACHING CONDITIONS 
Class instruction shall not be interrupted except in cases of previous planning or emergency. 
Teachers and building committee shall be notified of class interruptions as soon as practicable (ordinarily by Thursday of the 
previous week) so that program planning can be adjusted. 
Assemblies shall be held so long as they serve a useful purpose and are educationally oriented. 
Building committees shall be consulted in planning general school assemblies. 
The public address system shall be used in the morning for all announcements, and classes shall not be interrupted by 
announcements except in cases of emergency. The public address system may be used for teachers' organizational 
announcements prior to the official start or after the official end of the children's day. 
A school activity calendar, kept up to date on at least a month-to-month basis, and including all meetings, programs, use of 
facilities and the like, shall be posted on the bulletin board. 
Testing of individual students should be planned so as to minimize interruption of instruction. 
Classes shall not be shortened to solicit funds, sell yearbooks, and collect class dues or similar activities which can be 
accomplished during the homeroom period, lunch hour or after school. 
When possible, maintenance tasks shall be done at a time that does not interfere with class instruction. 
The teacher involved shall be notified in advance of any use of facilities, such as gymnasium or pool, which may interfere 
with class instruction. 
Every effort shall be made to eliminate split classes when planning the master schedule. 
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29.10 There shall be proper and adequate administrative supervision in every school building at all times during school hours. Th~s 
shall not necessarily require the principal's presence in the building at all times, but in no event shall a teacher in the building 
be given administrative responsibility in the absence of the principal. 
Article 30 
INSURANCE AND ANNUITIES 
30.1 Starting December 1, 1993, the Board shall provide each teacher unit member the following dollars per year to purchase from 
the "Flexible Benefit Plan" any or all of the benefits spelled out below: 
I. Medical Coverage 11. Dental Coverage 
Options A, B, C, D, E, F or G Options A or B 
111. Vision Coverage IV. Term Life Insurance 
Option A Option A, B, C, D or E 
30.2 As of December 1, 1993, the following dollars will be available: 
Single - $2,605* per year Family - $5,700* per year 
*This sum ($2,605 or $5,700) is sufficient to purchase the best option in categories 1-111 and $25,000 worth of 
life insurance in category IV. 
As of October 1, 1994 the following dollars will be available: 
Single - $2,905 per year Family - $6,000 per year 
The amount of $2,905 for single coverage and $6,000 for family coverage shall be the base provided by the Board of 
Education. Any yearly increases above this base shall be shared equally between the Board and each individual unit member. 
For example, if the cost for providing each unit member with the best option in each category plus $25,000 in life insurance 
provided in the "Flexible Benefit Plan" (single or family) exceeds the base provided, the amount of the excess shall be 
divided and paid equally by the Board and the unit member. For example, if the cost for the best options covering a family 
goes to $7,000, then the Board will pay the first $6,000 (Base) and 50% of the amount above $6,000 or 50% of $1,000 or 
$500. Therefore, the Board would pay $6,500 and the unit member would pay the remaining $500. However, if the unit 
member chooses, helshe may select options from the "Flexible Benefit Plan" which may cost less or the same as the Board's 
new base of $6,500. If this occurs, the unit member would have no obligation to pay the additional $500. And if the options 
selected cost less than the new base, the difference will be divided equally and given to each party or placed in the Flexible 
Spending Account. 
*The benefits available to the unit member, and the options within these benefits, will be found in the booklet entitled 
"Niaeara Falls Board of Education Flexible Benefits Plan Enrollment Guide July 1. 1997 through June 30.2000." Said 
benefits and options are part of the collective bargaining agreement between the Niagara Falls Teachers and the Niagara Falls 
School District and can only be changed through proper negotiations between the parties. 
30.3 Each teacher shall be eligible to participate in a tax-sheltered annuity plan selected by the NFT and established pursuant to 
United States Public Law No. 87-370. Teachers shall have the option of having annuity plan deductions made and payable to 
one additional agency apart from or instead of the Board's central tax sheltered annuity agency. 
30.4 Changing from Blue Cross/Blue Shield to another carrier for any of the above Blue CrossIBlue Shield designated coverages 
may be negotiated at any time through memorandum of agreement upon request of either party. 
30.5 Active and retired members of the unit may choose to relinquish their entitlement to health insurance coverage as currently 
provided in exchange for a cash payment equivalent to half the total cost of premiums at the time such a decision is made, 
provided they show satisfactory proof of other financial responsibility, pursuant to other procedures as negotiated. 
30.6 Active and retired unit members currently canying family health coverage may choose to have it replaced by two single 
policies, splitting the cost saving there from with the District. 
Article 31 
TEXTBOOKS 
The Board agrees that it will provide sufficient textbooks to insure that each pupil in the classroom has individual copies of 
assigned textbooks for his own use. This requirement shall not preclude the use of a multi-textbook approach in any 
classroom or instructional program. 
The teachers who use particular textbooks and other instructional materials shall be directly involved with supervisors and 
directors in making the initial recommendation for the purchase of additional textbooks and other instructional materials, 
changes in such materials, or selection of new materials. 
Article 32 
INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPLIES, MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 
The Board agrees that it will provide sufficient instructional supplies, materials and equipment of satisfactory quality so that 
teachers may fulfill their teaching responsibilities in an adequate and professional manner. 
Every effort shall be made to make available such supplies, materials and equipment as are needed by teachers and, if neede, 
at the beginning of the school year, shall be ordered for delivery no later than the previous August 1st so they can be 
distributed and available in the schools by the opening of school. The teachers shall be involved, through the Central 
Committee, in the development of specifications for such supplies. 
A list of supplies, materials and equipment which can be requisitioned through central supply shall be made available to all 
teachers by September I5 of each school year. 
Each school shall be authorized use of the central petty cash fund for the purpose of allowing purchases by teachers which 
cannot be requisitioned through central supply. 
Use of such fund shall be authorized as long as funds are available in the appropriate accounts in the local school budget. 
Such money shall not be provided as an addition to the school budget. 
Regulations established for use of this fund shall be posted on the office bulletin board. 
Teachers shall be involved in budget planning by determining the specifications in ordering educational materials, supplies 
and equipment. 
Affected teachers shall be notified in writing when an item has been cut or quantities requested have been altered, and shall 
be informed of who made the change. 
Affected teachers shall be notified of any changes in specifications which are made for the purpose of bidding. 
A sub-committee of the Central Committee with representation of teachers and administrators shall serve to resolve other 
classroom supplies, not via personal delivery by the art teacher, any problems which arise related to orders, specifications an( 
purchasing practices. 
Art supplies for the general elementary classroom shall be distributed to the classroom teacher in the same manner as other 
classroom supplies, not via personal delivery by the art teacher. 
Article 33 
DATA PROCESSING 
All attendance registers in all schools shall be processed through data processing. 
All report cards in all secondary schools shall be placed on data processing and formalized so that parents do not have to 
return duplicates. 
Whenever possible, local teacher records pertaining to certification, education, salary and other such routine professional 
information shall be programmed for data processing. 
This material shall be updated as necessary. NFT pledges its full support in obtaining the necessary data. 
Article 34 
NFT DUES DEDUCTION PROCEDURE 
The Board agrees to deduct from the salaries of members of the local recognized representative organization such dues and 
related assessments as are certified by the Niagara Falls Teachers, the New York State United Teachers, and the American 
Federation of Teachers. Teachers must individually and voluntarily authorize the Board to deduct such monies and transmit 
them to the local organization. Such authorization shall be in writing and shall expressly relieve the Board and all of its 
officers of any liability for the money deducted and transmitted to the local organization in accordance with this provision. 
This authority shall be continuous while the teacher is employed by the Board or until revoked by him in writing. 
Each of the organizations named in Section 34.1 above shall certify to the Board in writing the current rate of its membership 
dues. Any organization which changes the rate of its membership dues shall give the Board thirty days' written notice prior 
to the effective date of such change. 
Deductions referred to in Section 34.1 above shall be made in equal installments on the regular paydays of each month during 
the school year. The Board shall not be required to honor for any month's deduction any authorizations that are delivered to 
it later than 10 school days prior to the distribution of the payroll from which the deductions are to be made. 
No later than September 30th of each year, the Board shall provide the NFT with a list of those employees who have 
voluntarily authorized the Board to deduct dues for any of the organizations named in Section 34.1 above. The Board shall 
notify the NFT monthly of any changes in said list. A teacher shall have the right to have his dues deduction discontinued 
provided that he notifies the Board in writing. 
In the event a teacher on payroll deduction should terminate services in the school system before the end of the school year, 
the full amount of outstanding dues shall become payable and shall be deducted from the teacher's final paycheck. 
An agency shop fee shall be paid annually to the Niagara Falls Teachers by each member of the bargaining unit through 
regular payroll deduction, pursuant to and in compliance with applicable provisions of the New York State Civil Service 
Law. 
Article 35 
TEACHER, NFT AND BOARD RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
Teachers shall receive and act upon instructions and directions which originate from professional supervisory personnel. 
Teachers shall be entitled to attend, free of charge, all school sponsored activities, including athletic events. 
The NFT shall be given a place on the agenda of the system-wide orientation program for new teachers. 
A committee of the NFT will meet with the Board and Superintendent a minimum of four times each year regarding matters 
of mutual concern, provided matters under negotiation are not raised for discussion. 
All teachers serving on committees dealing with terms and conditions of employment covered by this contract shall be 
designated by the NFT. The NFT may also, from time to time, bring to the attention of the Board and the administration the 
names of teachers interested in serving on committees other than those dealing with said terms and conditions of 
employment. 
If negotiation meetings between the Board and the NFT are scheduled during school hours, the representatives of the NFT 
shall be relieved from all regular duties without loss of pay as necessary in order to permit their participation in such 
meetings. 
The NFT shall be provided with copies of the Board's personnel policies and rules and regulations, and of any changes in or 
amendments thereto. 
The cost of printing this Agreement shall be shared by the Board and the NFT. The NFT shall have responsibility for 
printing unless a more economical charge can be obtained by the Board. One copy of the agreement shall be given to each 
teacher and an additional 250 copies will be given to the NFT. 
The Board shall also provide 50 copies of any other agreements negotiated between the Board and any other recognized 
employee organization. 
A telephone shall be authorized to be installed at a location convenient to the President's classroom at the NFT's expense and 
reasonable use made thereof. 
No information that might affect the outcome of disciplinary cases against a student or a teacher shall be issued publicly until 
final determination is reached by the local school authority. 
35.1 1.1 The Board and the NFT shall cooperate in any investigation of cases concerning teachers, but in no way shall the Board be 
restricted in the discharge of its responsibilities. 
35.1 1.2 The Superintendent and the Board shall meet in executive session to discuss personnel matters. 
35.1 1.3 Keeping information confidential shall be the responsibility of the teacher, NFT and Board. The Board and NFT shall 
establish and promulgate such rules and procedures as deemed adequate to protect the security of such information. 
Any complaints by parents of a student that are directed toward a teacher shall be promptly called to the teacher's attention, 
and the teacher shall be afforded an opportunity to reply to same. 
Individual teachers shall have the right to representation at all meetings to which they are called by admnistrators except at 
semi-annual evaluation meetings and at the post-classroom observation meetings. The teacher shall also have the right to call 
a meeting with an administrator and have personal representation at such meeting. 
Teachers may wear pins or other identification of membership in the NFT or any other teacher organization. 
Thlrty copies of all NFT bulletins to the bargaining unit shall be sent to the Office of Human Resources immediately upon 
circulation. 
Student teacher waivers will be issued in compliance with the official waiver policies of the granting institution. Student 
teachers will not be assigned without the consent of the cooperating teacher. 
When a teacher has to make a confidential telephone call concerning a student or other matter of school business, the 
principal shall make every effort to arrange for the private use of a school telephone. 
The school principal shall make every effort to assure that the clinic telephone will be answered at all times during the regular 
school day. 
Article 36 
ADVANCED STUDY FOR SALARY INCREMENTS 
To earn credit on the salary schedule for post-baccalaureate training, all courses claimed must meet the following criteria: 
Must be taken at accredited higher educational institutions. 
Must be creditable by the sponsoring institution toward a college or university degree. 
Must have been taken following completion of all the preparation necessary for the awarding of the bachelor's degree. 
Must be taken at the graduate level unless undergraduate level courses are approved in advance by the Assistant 
Superintendent for Human Resources. Approval after enrollment shall be at the discretion of the Assistant Superintendent for 
Human Resources. 
The only courses not creditable toward a college or university degree for which salary credit may be earned are those 
sponsored by either the School District of the City of Niagara Falls, the State of New York or the U.S. Office of Education 
for the purpose of in-service training provided the sponsoring institution equates the program with semester hours of credit. 
In addition, undergraduate level courses in computer literacy may be credited on the Salary Schedule as of July 1, 1985. 
To claim reclassification on the salary schedule teachers shall follow established admnistrative procedures by submitting 
form SP3, which will be made available in all school offices Receipt of this form will be acknowledged by the Human 
Resources Office. 
A teacher may take and receive salary credit for in-service courses taken in another school system if he or she has received 
prior approval from the Superintendent. 
If claims are received by September 8 of any school year, payment for said claims will be made retroactive to September 1st 
of the school year. If claims are received between September 9th and January 8th of any school year, payment for said 
claims will be made retroactive to January 1 st of that school year. If claims are received after January 8th payment for said 
claims will be made effective September 1 st of the next school year. All transcripts supporting the above claims must be 
received by the Human Resource Office by June 30th except in the event of extenuating circumstances, which shall be 
determined by the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources. 
Courses taken by uncertified teachers to meet provisional certification requirements in their assigned fields of teaching shall 
not be creditable on the salary schedule. This restriction shall not apply to uncertified teachers already receiving salary credit 
for such courses, however, it shall apply to newly employed uncertified teachers or to any current staff member who transfers 
voluntarily to a new teaching assignment for which he does not hold provisional certification. 
Article 37 
ACADEMIC FREEDOM 
The Board and the NFT agree that academic freedom w i t h  a teacher's area of professional competence is essential to the 
fidfillment of the educational functions of the school system. The parties acknowledge the fundamental need to protect 
teachers from restrictions which would interfere with the scholarly and objective pursuit of their classroom responsibilities. 
Also acknowledged is the obligation of teachers themselves to exercise appropriate restraint in the use of academic freedom 
by giving due consideration to the following factors before dealing with controversial issues in the classroom: 
30 
Professional standards of scholarship with respect to preparation and presentation. 
The intellectual and emotional level of the pupils. 
The responsibilities of parents for the guidance of their chlldren where personal value judgments rather than facts are at issue. 
The need for an equal hearing of all points of view. 
Article 38 
VOLUNTARY PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS 
Teachers shall have the right to request payroll deductions for the purpose of having automatic bank deposits made directly 
from their paychecks to a bank authorized by the Board for this purpose. Requests for such deductions shall be submitted in 
writing to the payroll office on forms provided by the Board. Such requests may provide for bank deposit deductions in the 
amount of the entire paycheck or any part thereof, as designated by the teacher. The requests and the amounts so designated 
shall be valid and effective for the entire school year and shall be renewable annually in writing. The request may be 
canceled within the school year upon written notice from the teacher but once canceled may not be reinstated until the 
succeeding school year. 
Payroll deductions shall also be authorized at the teacher's request for participation in the NYSUT Benefits Trust Program 
and VoteICope. United Way deductions shall be taken in twenty-one (21) payments from the time the deduction is 
authorized by the teacher. 
Article 39 
BOARD FORMS 
All forms issued by the Board of Education shall be clearly labeled. 
Teachers shall have a maximum of three school days, if they wish, in which to sign forms presented to them by the school 
district which affect their employment status. 
Article 40 
PERFORMANCE CONTRACTING 
The Board of Education will not enter into any form of performance or subcontracting for the purpose of decreasing the size 
of the teaching staff or increasing size of classes. 
Article 41 
RECORD-KEEPING RESPONSIBILITIES 
Teachers shall fulfill the following responsibilities to substitute teachers: 
when reporting absence, the teacher shall also report information regarding extra duties. 
leave in a readily accessible place the attendance register, complete plan book, textbooks, manuals and other materials and 
information to be used in the lessons for the day or days of absence. 
Certain records must never be taken from the schools by teachers for any purpose. These include the cumulative record 
folder, permanent record cards, psychological reports and health cards. 
Careful planning and preparation are important adjuncts to good teaching. Each teacher shall keep an up-to-date, fairly 
detailed planbook It is subject to examination by the appropriate administrator at any time. Should it be taken fiom school 
for home planning, it is each teacher's responsibility to have the book returned to his or her school for use by the substitute 
teacher. 
Every member of the instructional staff has the personal responsibility of encouraging pupils to maintain high standards of 
attendance and punctuality. 
Attendance is recorded on the New York State attendance cards which are an official source for computing state aid. It is the 
duty of the individual teacher to maintain these legal documents accurately, carefully and uniformly. 
During fire and air raid drills, the teacher shall remove the attendance cards or class book fiom the building, but only on these 
occasions. Under no other circumstances are the cards to be taken from the building. 
Article 42 
TEACHER CERTIFICATION 
Teachers have personal responsibility for their own certification. It shall be the duty of every teacher to dete-e and pmue 
whatever courses are needed to maintain a current, valid certificate in the field of teaching to which he or she is assigned. No 
teacher who lets hisher certificate lapse shall be re-employed except in cases of extreme emergency. 
Teachers employed on an emergency basis or otherwise in fields for which they do not hold New York State certification 
shaIl pursue at the state- required rate those courses specified in their individual cases by personal letter of evaluation from 
the Bureau of Teacher Education and Certification until they are certified. It shall be the duty of all such teachers to obtain 
said deficiency letter as expeditiously as possible and have a copy of it on file in the Office of Human Resources. Such 
teachers shall, by the opening of school each year, file with the Office of Human Resources complete, official transcripts 
showing that the required work has been taken at the required rate. 
Teachers who fail to comply with certification regulations shall not be re-employed unless the circumstances of such failure 
are plainly out of their control. 
The names of all teachers who fail to comply with the certification regulations shall be reported to the President of the NFT 
Article 43 
TERMINAL LEAVE PAY 
Teachers retiring on or after July 1, 1976 shall receive terminal leave pay based on the following factors: 
One and one-half percent (.015) of their unused sick leave balance at the time of retirement. 
Years of service in the Niagara Falls public schools. 
Eighty-five percent of their per diem rate of pay at the time of retirement. 
Accordingly, terminal pay should be calculated through use of the following formula: 
.0 15 x (n) (35  p.d.r.) = T 
where 
x = number of days of unused sick leave 
n = years of service in Niagara Falls Public Schools 
p.d.r. = per diem rate of pay (1/200th of annual salary) 
Effective February 1, 1982, teachers who retire under the provisions of Article 1 1 of the New York State Education Law 
(Teachers Retirement System) after a minimum of ten years of service in the school system, other than per diem substitute 
service, shall receive terminal leave pay according to the formula specified in this article. Teachers who resign from their 
teaching positions in the school system and take a teaching or administrative position in another public school system or 
college in New York or any other state within one year after the effective date of their resignation shall not be eligible for 
terminal leave pay. 
In the event of the death of a teacher while still in active service in the School District, terminal leave pay shall be paid to the 
estate of the teacher, according to the above formula, provided the teacher had completed at least ten years of service, other 
than per diem substitute service in the school district. 
Effective July 1, 1987, teachers retiring under the provisions of Article 11 of the NYSTRS Law shall receive credit for 300 
days accumulated sick leave only for purposes of calculation in the terminal pay formula herein specified, provided: 
They have at least 200 days sick day balance at the time notice of retirement is given and have earned at least 200 days by the 
time they retire in accordance with Article 2 1.1. 
They have no more than two days' absence due to personal illness for one school year prior to retirement. 
Also effective July 1, 1987, all days accumulated above 200 days and up to 300 days shall be set aside for use toward 
terminal pay. Said days cannot be used for sick leave purposes but only for terminal pay purposes. Payment of 300 days will 
only be made if 43.5.1 and 2 above have been complied with or a teacher has earned 300 days through standard 
accumulation. If 43.5.1 and 2 above have not been complied with, a teacher will be paid terminal pay based on accumulated 
sick days earned (up to 200) plus terminal days accumulated (above 200) to a maximum of 299 days. 
Any teacher using all of hisher accumulated sick days and all of h i h e r  allowable sick bank days can only apply hisher 
accumulated terminal days toward tenninal pay after helshe has returned to work and has accumulated earned sick days equal 
in number on a one-to-one basis to terminal days credited. 
43.7.1 it  b y  a d  t e following procedures will be established for terminal leave pay for all e W j o p  co 
the Niagara Falls Teachers Contract. 
1. The District agrees to make a non-elective employer contribution in the amount establishedby &-ti& 43, Te 
Pay, of the DistrictlNFT collective bargaining agreement, subject to the contribution limits as outlined in the 
~ e i e n u e  Code, Section 4 15C. 
. 
2. The non-elective employer contribution (also known as terminal leave pay) is available to all employees who meet the 
requirements of Article 43, and who submit an irrevocable letter of resignation by June 1 of the year of retirement having an 
effective date of July 1 or at least 30 days before the effective date of retirement. 
3 .  Coinciding with the date of employee's final paycheck, the terminal leave pay will be remitted to ING opportunitQ Plus 
successor, a qualified 403(b) plan administered through Carroll Financial Services or successor, for the benefit of the 
employee. 
' . 
4. Should the District be unable to find the entire terminal leave pay in the current year due to IRC Section 415 limits, the 
District will remit the maximum allowable in the current year and the reminder will be remitted by Ianuary 3 1 of the 
following year in accordance with Section 41 5 of the IRC concerning up to "5 years of post-retirement deposits." 
5. For purposes of Tier 1 members with membership dates prior to June 17, 1971, the employer contribution will be reported as 
non-regular compensation to the New York State Teacher's Retirement System. In the event that the employee's terminal 
leave pay exceeds acceptable Internal Revenue Code contribution limits, the employer agrees to pay any excess over the 
limits as compensation to the employee in the year of retirement. 
Article 44 
COMPETENCY-BASED TEACHER EDUCATION 
The Board shall not enter into any program of competency-based teacher education with a college or university unless the criteria, 
impact and goals of that program have been negotiated with NFT. 
Article 45 
RETIREMENT BENEFITS 
The Board shall provide the following insurance coverage to teachers who retire: 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Flexible Benefit Plan - Option A (without Major Medcal) insurance, single or family plan, which 
includes hospital, medicalhrgical, prescription $3.00 co-pay insurance, and all attached riders. All such coverage shall be 
provided until the retiree is eligible for Medicare. 
Teachers retiring at age 55 and on July 1, under provisions of Article 1 1 of the New York State Teachers Retirement System 
Law, who give written, irrevocable notice to the Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources by August 1 of the year 
preceding the teachers' retirement, shall receive the benefits specified above in Section 45.1. Upon exhaustion of this 
coverage, the teacher shall be granted fully paid Blue Cross/Blue Shield supplemental health coverage (including prescription 
co-pay) for hisher lifetime at no cost to the teacher. 
Article 46 
POSITIONS IN SCHEDULES B, C, D, E 
The Board shall fill the positions in the above schedules fiom among bargaining unit members provided they meet the 
applicable certification requirements for these positions. Non-bargaining unit members may be hired only if certified unit 
members do not apply. Anyone appointed to any of these positions may be removed fiom the position or denied 
reappointment to it without just cause (as provided in Article 18) on the basis of an unsatisfactory performance evaluation. 
Once removed, a teacher may only be reappointed to said position a second time at the discretion of the appropriate 
administrator. If said teacher is removed fiom a position or denied reappointment to another position for a second time, that 
teacher shall become ineligible for an appointment to any other position under that same schedule. 
Article 47 
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
The negotiating teams of the District and the Niagara Falls Teachers (or their designees) will meet and negotiate a procedure by which 
individual schools may develop and implement a School Improvement Plan. Said procedures will then become part of this 
Agreement. 
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Article 48 
DEPENDENT CHILD CARE 
Procedures shall be established to implement Federal Code #129, allowing voluntary payroll deductions for dependent child care 
purposes, and shall be in place by January 3 1, 199 1, continuing through December 3 1, 199 1 and on a calendar year basis thereafter. 
Article 49 
PART-TIME ADULT EDUCATION TEACHERS 
It is hereby agreed that part-time adult education teachers shall be employed under the following terms and conditions, exclusively: 
They shall be appointed annually and at the discretion of the Board. 
They shall be formally evaluated semi-annually and shall be given a signed copy of each evaluation, which they shall also 
sign. 
They shall be given, with pay, all holidays specified in Section 24 of the General Construction Law, to wit: 
New Year's day Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. day 
Lincoln's birthday Washington's birthday 
Memorial day Independence day 
Labor day Columbus day 
Veterans' day Thanksgiving day 
Christmas day 
Any of the above holidays falling on a Sunday shall be celebrated the next day thereafter. 
In addition to the above holidays, adult education teachers shall have the following holidays: 
day after Thanksgiving 
day after Christmas 
Good Friday 
They shall receive, upon application; the same medical insurance provided teachers in the general unit and pay the premiums 
or portions thereof according to their hours worked per week as indicated: 
Hrs. ~ e r  week worked bv teacher Premium or vortion thereof vaid by teacher 
15 hrs. /wk. minimum 10% 
10 hrs. /wk. minimum 55% 
Under 10 hrs./wk. 100% 
Teachers working 15 hrs. /wk. minimum shall have the right to "opt-out" of either the core medical plan, the dental plan or 
the vision plan, or any or all of these plans but not any part thereof. They may opt-out at 25% of the premium or premiums 
paid by the Board. 
They shall be eligible for legal service insurance as provided the general teacher unit. 
All part-time Adult Education Teachers (regardless of hours worked) 
Sick Leave - 8 dayslyear cumulative to maximum of 10 days. 
"' Sick bank eligibility for this position shall be half of the regular teachers' authorization. To be eligible, the teacher must 
have exhausted authorized sick leave and be absent due to illness for thirty consecutive days. 
'2) There shall be no sick bank authorization for this position. 
"Day" as used herein shall mean the amount of time worked by the teacher each day. 
Their leave shall be non-cumulative for purposes of use during their service as part-time teachers, but upon appointment to a 
full-time teaching position in the district, their total unused sick leave, accumulated while serving as part-time adult 
education teachers, shall be brought forward for use as full-time teachers and credited to them to a maximum of 25 days, for 
those working 20 hours per week or more and 12 days for those working under 20 hours per week. 
In addition to sick and personal leave, the following types of leave shall be authorized annually, which shall be deducted 
from the teachers' sick leave balances: 
Death in the family: 3 days per occurrence 
Family illness: 3 days 
Mandatory religious observance: 1 day 
They shall be granted the following seniority rights in the event of abolishment of their positions and terminations of their 
services as a result thereof: 
Seniority shall be determined by the date of appointment to the position in each of the following areas of competency in adult 
education: 
a. adult basic educationhigh school equivalency 
b. job skills training 
c. external diploma programs 
The person last appointed in each competency area shall be the fust to be laid-off in that area. The person laid-off shall have 
the right to be reinstated in a position in which a vacancy develops in his or her tenure area, for five years following the date 
of layoff. Prior to being laid-off in one tenure area, a teacher may displace a teacher in any other tenure area in which he or 
she has served, if he or she has greater seniority. The teacher may also be reinstated in any tenure area in which he or she has 
served, provided there is a vacancy, according to seniority. 
Pay rates for adult basic education teachers shall be those as negotiated in Schedule B of the master agreement for regular 
teachers. 
Attendance at faculty meetings shall be optional with the teacher. Teachers shall receive one hour of pay for attendance on a 
voluntary basis. 
A teacher may take leave without pay in multiples of one semester for up to one school year for purposes of child rearing. 
(See Article 23.17.) 
Teachers who have been appointed to teach adult basic education classes shall receive one hour of pay for the class session, 
regardless of the number of students in attendance, as long as the class continues to be scheduled and the teacher continues to 
report to duty. 
Part-time adult education teachers shall have the same grievance rights as all other employees in the NFT bargaining unit. 
Substitute work within the adult education area will be offered first to adult education teachers within their own seniority 
group and site location wherever possible. 
If any adult education program is offered during the summer months, those adult education teachers who taught the program 
offered during the regular school year will have fust choice as to working during the summer. 
If more than one adult education teacher taught that program during the regular school year, then seniority within the area 
will be the determining factor in hiring summer adult education teachers. 
At least two written warnings of possible disciplinary action must be given to the part-time adult education teacher before 
such action may be taken. After two such warnings and a third occurrence, the teacher may be suspended for a maximum of 
up to five days without pay. Any further disciplinary action may be taken at the discretion of the Superintendent or his 
designee, after a courtesy meeting of the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, the teacher, and his or her NFT 
representative. 
Part-time adult education teachers shall have all applicable rights and benefits, as well as all applicable responsibilities, of 
other members of the NFT bargaining unit as set forth in the master agreement between the Board and the NFT, subject to the 
following condition: If, upon the claiming by a member of the part-time adult education teaching staff of a right or benefit 
found in the master agreement that is not expressly applicable to said teachers, the Board shall have thrty (30) days from the 
date of the written filing of such a claim in the Human Resources Ofice to give notice to the union of its intent to deny the 
claim and to negotiate resolution of the conflict. 
Similarly, if the Board determines that a general responsibility of teachers as found in the master agreement that is not 
expressly applicable to part-time adult education teachers applies, in the Board's interpretation, to said teachers, the NFT shall 
have t h t y  (30) days to notify the Human Resources Ofice that it objects to such an interpretation and wishes to negotiate 
resolution of the conflict. 
In either case, the resolution of the issue, whether by default after the thrty-day period or by express negotiation, shall be 
rendered in writing, thereupon to become part of the master agreement. 
Part-time adult education teachers are only those teachers appointed to teach in the fields listed in paragraph 49.8.1 above. 
Article 50 
TEACHER ASSISTANTS 
It is hereby agreed between the Niagara Falls Teachers and the Niagara Falls City School District that the position of Teacher 
Assistant be included for representation within the Niagara Falls Teachers Bargaining Unit under the following conditions: 
50.1 A salary of $10,500 annually is established to be increased February 1, 1994 by 8%, the amount to be received in pay 
prorated from February 1, 1994 to June 30, 1994. 
50.2 Teacher Assistants workday is six (6) hours plus one half hour unassigned for lunch. 
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503 Teacher Assistants will follow the same school year calendar as teachers. 
50.4 Teacher Assistants are eligible for the following fiinge benefits as referenced in the written agreement: 
50.4.1 The same health benefits package as teachers with opt-out rights in accordance with Sections 30.1,30.2, 30.5,30.6 
50.4.2 15 sick days per year cumulative to a maximum of 200 days in accordance with Sections 2 1.1, and 2 1.1.1. 
50.4.3 Two personal business days per year in accordance with Section 22.1.1. 
50.4.4 Sick bank in accordance with Sections 21.4, 21.4.1,21.4.2, 21.4.3, 21.4.4,21.4.5,21.4.6,21.4.7,21.4.8, 21.4.1 1. 
50.5 Teacher Assistants shall accrue seniority and be accorded the rights thereof in accordance with Sections 16.1, 16.1.1, 16.1.2, 
16.1.3, and 16.4.4. 
50.6 Teacher Assistants may avail themselves of the grievance procedure as specified in Article 3 for the purpose of disputes 
settlement. 
Article 51 
PUPIL SERVICES ASSISTANTS 
It is agreed that, upon the signing of this Memorandum of Agreement, Pupil Services Assistants will become members of the Niagara 
Falls Teachers bargaining unit, with all of the rights spelled out below. All rights pertaining to Pupil Service Assistant unit members 
shall be incorporated into the newly printed Niagara Falls Teachers contract for 1996-97 - 1999-2000. 
1. Article 1: 1 shall be modified to include Pupil Services Assistants. 
2. Pupil Services Assistant unit members who work twelve (12) months shall receive the following: 
a) Vacation 
1 .) Year 1-10 Years - fifteen (1 5) days. 
2.) Year 11 & Above - twenty (20) days. 
3 . )  PSAs may carry up to five (5) vacation days from one school year to the next with a total possible 
accumulation to twenty (20) days. 
b) Personal Illness 
Twelve (12) days per year, cumulative to two hundred (200). 
C) Personal Business 
Two (2) days per year, unused to be added to sick leave. 
d) Holidays 
Sixteen (1 6) per year, scheduled the same as all other 12-month employees. 
3. Pupil Services Assistants shall be included in the tenure area of Teaclung Assistants, but seniority for layoff and 
recall is to be established by job title (that is, Teaching Assistant in one job title and Pupil Services Assistant is 
another), Pertinent laws regarding due process (3020 a) and layoff and recall (25 10) are recognized as applicable. 
4. All current Pupil Services Assistant united members will get full seniority currently held. The probationary period 
shall be three (3) years for all new employees or current employees who have less than three (3) years of seniority. 
5 .  The following articles of the Niagara Falls Teachers contract shall apply to Pupil Services Assistant united members, 
unless modified. Whenever the term "teacher" is used, it shall apply to a Pupil Services Assistant unit member. 
Article 1,2, 3,4,5, 6, 7 (modified), 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,20,21 (modified), 22,23,26,27, 28,30,32, 
33,34,35,37,38,39,40,41,42,43,45.1 (modified), 46,47,48,51, Schedules B, C, D, E, F, and G. 
*The salary schedule for Pupil Services Assistants shall be placed in Schedule B. 
Article 7, 7.1 & 7.1.1 shall reflect a 6 hour, 45 minute workday (for summer as well). 
7.1.4 shall reflect a thlrty (30) minute, duty-free lunch period, and a fifteen (15) minute break in the morning 
and in the afternoon. 
7.2.1 shall reflect a twelve (12) month work year; a 10-day11 5-day vacation allowance, and sixteen (16) paid 
holidays. 
7.7 shall reflect that substitutes will be called for long-term needs (to be defined as 20 work days). 
In addition to the above modifications to Article 7, the following portions of Article 7 will also apply to Pupil 
Services Assistants: 
7.1.2; 7.1.8; 7.4.1; 7.4.3; 7.8; 7.10; 7.11; 7.12.1; and 7.17 (all). 
Article 2 1 shall apply in all aspects to Pupil Services Assistant unit members, except 2 1.1 shall reflect twelve (12) 
days per year, and 21.2 shall reflect 12.0 days and 1.0 day per month, respectively. 
Article 45.1 shall reflect a payment of medical benefits to age sixty (60). 
6. Pupil Services Assistants (1 0 Month Employees), starting with the 1996-97 work year (after signing of h s  
Memorandum of Agreement), the District may hire Pupil Services Assistant Unit members on a ten-month work 
year. If this is done, any Pupil Services Assistant unit member who only works ten months shall have the 
following changes in their terms and conditions of employment: 
a) 10 month - same calendar as regular teachers. 
b) sick days - same as teachers. 
C) personal days - same as teachers. 
7. Any current 12-month Pupil Services Assistant unit member may become a 10-month employee upon notifying the 
District in writing. For subsequent years, said notification must be by April 15 of the preceding work year. 
8. The following will be salary schedules for 12-month Pupil Services Assistants and 10-month Pupil Services 
Assistants: 
Step 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
step 
1. 
2. 
3. 
12 Month 
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 
10 Month   start in^ 2006-07) 
(Two Years Between Steps) 
Any Pupil Services Assistant unit member who transfers (voluntarily) fiom a 12-month to a 10 month schedule, 
shall go the nearest salary (up or down). For example, if a Pupil Services Assistant unit member is on step 7 
($34,508) in 2006-07 as a 12-month employee, helshe would go to step 3 ($3 1,614) as a 10-month employee. Or, 
if a Pupil Services Assistant unit member is on step 3 ($30,166) in 2007-08 as a 12-month employee, helshe would 
go to step 3 ($32,562) as a 10-month employee. 
Article 52 
INDEPENDENT STUDY ROOM MOMTORS 
t is agreed that upon signing of this Memorandum of Agreement, Independent Study Room Monitors will become members of the 
Jiagara Falls Teachers bargaining unit, with all of the rights spelled out below. All rights pertaining to Independent Study Room 
donitor unit members shall be incorporated into the Niagara Falls Teachers Contract for 2006 - 201 0. 
1. Article 1.. 1 shall be modified to include ISR Monitors. 
2. Salary schedule: 
STEP 
-
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
3. ISR Monitors workday is six (6) hours plus one-half hour unassigned for lunch. 
4. ISR Monitors shall be included in the tenure area of Teaching Assistants, but seniority for layoff and recall is to be 
established by job title (that is, Teaching Assistant in one job title, Pupil Services Assistants in another, and ISR Monitors i 
another). Pertinent laws regarding due process (3020 a) and layoff and recall (25 10) are recognized as applicable. 
5. All current ISR Monitor unit members will get full seniority currently held. The probationary period shall be three (3) 
years for all new employees or current employees who have less than three (3) years of seniority. 
6. ISR Monitors will follow the same school year calendar as teachers. 
7. ISR Monitors are eligible for the following fringe benefits as referenced in the written agreement: 
a. The same health benefits package as teachers with opt-out rights in accordance with Sections 30.1, 30.2, 30.5 
and 30.6 
b. 15 sick days per year cumulative to a maximum of 200 days in accordance with Sections 2 1.1 and 2 1.1.1. 
C. Two (2) personal business days per year in accordance with Section 22.1.1. 
d. Sick bank in accordance with Sections 21.4, 21.4.1, 21.4.2,21.4.3,21.4.4, 21.4.5,2 1.4.6,21.4.7, 21.4.8 and 
21.4.11. 
e. ISR Monitors shall accrue seniority and be accorded the rights thereof in accordance with Sections 16.1, 
16.1.1, 16.1.2, 16.1.3 and 16.1.4 
f. ISR Monitors may avail themselves of the grievance procedure as specified in Article 3 for the purpose of 
disputes settlement. 
Article 53 
DURATION OF RECOGMTION AND AGREEMENT 
The duration of the recognition period of unchallenged representation shall be until seven months prior to the expiration of 
this agreement, in conformity with section 208, par. (2) of the Civil Service Law. 
STEP 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
B.A. 
35 150 
35542 
35936 
36739 
37889 
3 904 1 
39893 
42006 
43915 
45067 
45067 
45067 
46218 
4921 1 
492 11 
50363 
67438 
TEACHERS SALARY SCHEDULE A 
NIAGARA FALLS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
TO THIS SCHEDULE ADD: 
1. Each master's degree $3203 
2. Doctor's degree $3522 
3. $461 differential for exceptional education teachers employed prior to September 1, 1973 
4. $6646 differential for school psychologists 
5. N.Y.S.U.T. Group Legal Services plan 
Supplementary Instructional Salary Schedule 
2006-2007 
SCHEDULE B 
Adult Education 
(Adult basic educationhigh school equivalency; job skills training; external diploma programs) 
$36.00 per hour 
Teaching Assistants 
$23,436 per year 
Day-Time Home Teacher 
$38.30 per hour 
To qualify for the rate provided herein, Day-time Home Teachers shall be those teachers who are engaged in 
home instruction for at least forty hours per pay period, including travel time from home assignment to home 
assignment. Such teachers shall receive the same medical and life insurance benefits as other teachers in the 
unit, plus ten days of non-cumulative sick leave per year. Service in this position shall not count toward tenure. 
Intramural Sports 
$30.05 per hour first year 
$32.60 per hour second year 
$36.90 per hour third year 
Service in different positions shall be interchangeable for salary credit purposes, except in the case of home 
teaching, adult education, apprentice training and trade-extension teaching, service in which shall entitle the 
teacher to salary increments only in the same position. 
SUMMER Curriculum Personnel, Summer Helping Teacher, Pre-School Orientation Workshop, Home 
Teacher, Summer Swimming and after School and Saturday Swimming Teacher, Summer School Teacher, 
Guidance Counselor, Apprentice Training and Trade Extension Teacher, Staff Development 
$32.20 per hour first year 
$33.40 per hour second year 
$34.60 per hour third year and thereafter 
$36.91 per hour head teacher 
$36.91 per hour counselor in charge of Adult Education Welfare Training Program 
Athletic Pay Schedule 
2006-2007 
SCHEDULE C 
Activity 
TIER I 
Football, varsity 
Asst. 
Track, varsity 
Asst. 
TIER I1 
Swimming, varsity 
Asst. 
Cheer Leader Advisor 
Soccer varsity 
Asst. 
Basketball, varsity 
Asst. 
Wrestling, varsity 
Asst. 
Baseball, varsity 
Asst. 
Softball, varsity 
Asst. 
Faculty Manager NFHS LSHS 
TIER III 
Volleyball, varsity 
Asst. 
Golf 
Cross Country 
Bowling 
Tennis 
Timers, Ticket Takers, Ticket Sellers, Ann ouncers 
Step 
1 
and Scorekeepers at athle :tic even 
Step 
2 
its - $44.14 per day 
Step 
3 
*All girls' pay prorated according to length of season 
e.g., basketball - 1111 5ths 
e.g., swimming - 8115th~ 
Extracurricular Pay Schedule 
2006-2007 
SCHEDULE D 
A. CLASS I -- $1627 year 
a) Yearbook 
b) School treasurer, high school 
c) Stage manager, high school 
d) Activities coordinator, high school 
e) Senior Class advisor 
CLASS I1 -- $1 171 year 
a) Debating Society 
b) Dramatics 
c) Choral, orchestra and musical productions 
d) Student newspaper 
e) Student treasurer, middle school 
f )  Stage manager, middle school 
g) Activities coordinator, middle school 
h) Elementary safety patrol 
i) Junior Class advisor 
CLASS 111 - $696 year 
a) Honor society 
b) Student council 
c) Sophomore and Freshman Class advisor 
CLASS IV -- M76 year 
a) Student clubs and organizations 
b) Elementary cheerleader 
The Building Committee and the Principal of each building will determine which of the above positions will 
exist in their respective buildings. 
1. Chaperones will receive $35.00 per day for non-overnight events 
2. For overnight events, chaperones will receive $71.07 plus the established per diem rate. 
3. Only those staff members authorized by the principal in advance of an event to chaperone such event 
shall be eligible for chaperone pay. 
4. Claims for chaperone services must be submitted by the teacher to the principal within ten days of the 
event chaperoned. 
5. Payment for chaperone services shall be subject to rules established by both parties. 
D. The Head Teacher of the Center for Young Parents shall receive an additional $4,500 per annum. 
Lunch and Morning Duty Pay Schedule 
2006-2007 
SCHEDULE E 
LUNCH DUTY: 
If the need for lunchroom supervision by teachers is deemed by the administration to be necessary in a school, pay for 
such duty shall be $2,55 1 for the school year for one half-hour of duty per school day, and prorated accordingly. 
MORNING DUTY: 
If the need for morning supervision by teachers is deemed by the administration to be necessary in a school, pay for such 
duty shall be $1,979 for the school year for one half-hour of duty per school day, and prorated accordingly. 
Department Chairpersons 
2006-2007 
SCHEDULE F 
Department chairpersons shall be paid annual stipends of $1,020 at the secondary level, provided they are scheduled to 
have one additional unassigned period per day; if they do not have one additional unassigned period in their daily 
schedules, they shall receive a $3,059 annual stipend for serving as department chairpersons. Department chairpersons 
serving at the elementary level shall receive annual stipends of $3,059. 
Performing and Fine Arts Pay Schedule 
2006-2007 
Schedule G 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS: 
Marching Band Director $3,954 
Asst. Director $2,966 
Color Guard~Twirler $1,978 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS (minimum of two or more productions annually): 
Drama Director $3,954 
Asst. Director $2,966 
Orchestra Director $1,48 1 per production, maximum 2 
Choral Director $1,48 1 per production, maximum 2 
Stage Director $ 982 per production, maximum 2 
Choreographer $ 982 per production, maximum 2 
Technical Director $ 982 per production, maximum 2 
Positions in the above schedule shall exist only if agreed upon by the Principal and Building Committee; once agreed, the 
necessary school budget funds shall be provided. 
MAGARA FALLS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
TEACHERS SALARY SCHEDULE A 
STEP B.A. 
TO THIS SCHEDULE ADD: 
Each master's degree $3299 
Doctor's degree $3627 
$475 differential for exceptional education teachers employed prior to September 1 ,  1973 
$6845 differential for school psychologists 
N.Y.S.U.T. =our, Legal Services ~ l a n  
Supplementary Instructional Salary Schedule 
2007-2008 
SCHEDULE B 
Adult Education 
(Adult basic educationhigh school equivalency; job skills training; external diploma programs) 
$37.36 per hour 
Teaching Assistants 
$24,139 per year 
Day-Time Home Teacher 
$39.44 per hour 
To qualify for the rate provided herein, Day-time Home Teachers shall be those teachers who are engaged in 
home instruction for at least forty hours per pay period, including travel time from home assignment to home 
assignment. Such teachers shall receive the same medical and life insurance benefits as other teachers in the 
unit, plus ten days of non-cumulative sick leave per year. Service in this position shall not count toward tenure. 
Intramural Sports 
$30.95 per hour first year 
$33.58 per hour second year 
$38.01 per hour third year 
Service in different positions shall be interchangeable for salary credit purposes, except in the case of home 
teaching, adult education, apprentice training and trade-extension teaching, service in which shall entitle the 
teacher to salary increments only in the same position. 
SUMMER Cumculurn Personnel, Summer Helping Teacher, Pre-School Orientation Workshop, Home 
Teacher, Summer Swimming and after School and Saturday Swimming Teacher, Summer School Teacher, 
Guidance Counselor, Apprentice Training and Trade Extension Teacher, Staff Development 
$33.16 per hour first year 
$34.40 per hour second year 
$35.64 per hour third year and thereafter 
$38.02 per hour head teacher 
$38.02 per hour counselor in charge of Adult Education Welfare Training Program 
Activity 
TIER I 
Football, varsity 
Asst. 
Track, varsity 
Asst. 
TIER I1 
Swimming, varsity 
Asst. 
Cheer Leader Advisor 
Asst. 
Soccer, varsity 
Asst. 
Basketball, varsity 
Asst. 
Wrestling, varsity 
Asst. 
Baseball, varsity 
Asst. 
Softball, varsity 
Asst. 
Faculty Manager, NFHS LSHS 
TIER I11 
Volleyball, varsity 
Asst. 
Golf 
Cross Country 
Tennis 
Athletic Pay Schedule 
2007-2008 
SCHEDULE C 
Step 
1 
4665 
3358 
4665 
3358 
4423 
3121 
4423 
3121 
4423 
3121 
4423 
3 121 
4423 
3121 
4423 
3121 
4423 
3121 
4423 
2896 
2328 
2896 
2896 
2896 
Step 
2 
4780 
3474 
4780 
3474 
4539 
3237 
4539 
3237 
4539 
3237 
4539 
3237 
4539 
3237 
4539 
3237 
4539 
3237 
4539 
3013 
2443 
30 13 
3013 
3013 
Step 
3 
4897 
3 590 
4897 
3590 
4654 
3352 
4654 
3352 
4654 
3352 
4654 
3352 
4654 
3352 
4654 
3352 
4654 
3352 
4654 
3 128 
2559 
3 128 
3128 
3128 
Timers, Ticket Takers, Ticket Sellers, Announcers and Scorekeepers at athletic events: $45.46 per day 
Coaches salaries will be prorated by length of season when necessary. 
Extracurricular Pay Schedule 
2007-2008 
SCHEDULE D 
A. CLASS I -- $1,676/year 
a) Yearbook 
b) School treasurer, high school 
c) Stage manager, high school 
d) Activities coordinator, high school 
e) Senior Class advisor 
CLASS I1 -- %1,206/year 
a) Debating Society 
b) Dramatics 
c) Choral, orchestra and musical productions 
d) Student newspaper 
e) School treasurer, middle school 
f) Stage manager, middle school 
g) Activities coordinator, middle school 
h) Elementary safety patrol 
i) Junior Class advisor 
CLASS 111 - $717/year 
a) Honor society 
b) Student council 
c) Sophomore and Freshman Class advisor 
CLASS IV - $490/year 
a) Student clubs and organizations 
b) Elementary cheerleader 
The Building Committee and the Principal of each building will determine which of the above positions will 
exist in their respective buildings. 
1. Chaperones will receive $36.00 per day for non-overnight events 
2. For overnight events, chaperones will receive $73.20 plus the established per diem rate. 
3. Only those staff members authorized by the principal in advance of an event to chaperone such event 
shall be eligible for chaperone pay. 
4. Claims for chaperone services must be submitted by the teacher to the principal within ten days of the 
event chaperoned. 
5. Payment for chaperone services shall be subject to rules established by both parties. 
The Head Teacher of the Center for Young Parents shall receive an additional $4,635 per annum. 
Lunch and Morning Duty Pay Schedule 
2007-2008 
SCHEDULE E 
LUNCH DUTY 
If the need for lunchroom supervision by teachers is deemed by the administration to be necessary in a school, pay for 
such duty shall be $2,628 for the school year for one half-hour of duty per school day, and prorated accordingly. 
MORNING DUTY 
If the need for morning supervision by teachers is deemed by the administration to be necessary in a school, pay for such 
duty shall be $2,038 for the school year for one half-hour of duty per school day, and prorated accordingly. 
Department Chairpersons 
SCHEDULE F 
Department chairpersons shall be paid annual stipends of $1,05 1 at the secondary level, provided they are scheduled to 
have one additional unassigned period per day; if they do not have one additional unassigned period in their daily 
schedules, they shall receive a $3,15 1 annual stipend for serving as department chairpersons. Department chairpersons 
serving at the elementary level shall receive annual stipends of $3,15 1. 
Performing and Fine Arts Pay Schedule 
2007-2008 
Schedule G 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 
Marching Band Director $4,073 
Asst. Director $3,055 
Color GuardlTwirler $2,038 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS (minimum of two or more productions annually): 
Drama Director $4,073 
Asst. Director $3,055 
Orchestra Director $1,526 per production, maximum 2 
Choral Director $1,526 per production, maximum 2 
Stage Director $1,0 1 1 per production, maximum 2 
Choreographer $1,0 1 1 per production, maximum 2 
Technical Director $1,0 1 1 per production, maximum 2 
Positions in the above schedule shall exist only if agreed upon by the Pnncipal and Building Committee; once agreed, the 
necessary school budget funds shall be provided. 
NIAGARA FALLS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
STEP 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
B.A. 
36285 
36677 
3707 1 
37874 
39024 
401 76 
4 1028 
43141 
45050 
46202 
46202 
46202 
47353 
50346 
50256 
51498 
69563 
1. Each master's degree $3398 
2. Doctor's degree $3736 
TEACHERS SALARY SCHEDULE A 
TO THIS SCHEDULE ADD: 
3. $490 differential for exceptional education teachers employed prior to September 1, 1973 
4. $7050 differential for school psychologists 
5.  N.Y.S.U.T. group Legal Services plan 
Supplementary Instructional Salary Schedule 
2008-2009 
SCHEDULE B 
Adult Education 
(Adult basic educationhigh school equivalency; job skills training; external diploma programs) 
$38.49 per hour 
Teaching Assistants 
$24,863 per year 
Day-Time Home Teacher 
$40.63 per hour 
To qualify for the rate provided herein, Day-time Home Teachers shall be those teachers who are engaged in 
home instruction for at least forty hours per pay period, including travel time fiom home assignment to home 
assignment. Such teachers shall receive the same medical and life insurance benefits as other teachers in the 
unit, plus ten days of non-cumulative sick leave per year. Service in this position shall not count toward tenure. 
Intramural Sports 
$3 1.87 per hour first year 
$34.58 per hour second year 
$39.15 per hour third year 
Service in different positions shall be interchangeable for salary credit purposes, except in the case of home 
teaching, adult education, apprentice training and trade-extension teaching, service in which shall entitle the 
teacher to salary increments only in the same position. 
SUMMER Curriculum Personnel, Summer Helping Teacher, Pre-School Orientation Workshop, Home 
Teacher, Summer Swimming and after School and Saturday Swimming Teacher, Summer School Teacher, 
Guidance Counselor, Apprentice Training and Trade Extension Teacher, Staff Development 
$34.16 per hour first year 
$35.43 per hour second year 
$36.70 per hour third year and thereafter 
$39.16 per hour head teacher 
$39.16 per hour counselor in charge of Adult Education Welfare Training Program 
Activity 
TIER I 
Football, varsity 
Asst. 
Track, varsity 
Asst. 
TIER I1 
Swimming, varsity 
Asst. 
Cheer Leader Advisor 
Asst. 
Soccer, varsity 
Asst. 
Basketball, varsity 
Asst. 
Wrestling, varsity 
Asst. 
Baseball, varsity 
Asst. 
Softball, varsity 
Asst. 
Faculty Manager, NFHS LSHS 
TIER I11 
Volleyball, varsity 
Asst. 
Golf 
Cross Country 
Bowling 
Tennis 
Athletic Pay Schedule 
2008-2009 
SCHEDULE C 
Step 
1 
4805 
345 8 
4805 
345 8 
4556 
32 15 
4556 
32 15 
4556 
3215 
4556 
32 15 
4556 
32 15 
4556 
3215 
4556 
3215 
4556 
2983 
2397 
2983 
2983 
2983 
2983 
Step 
2 
4924 
3579 
4924 
3579 
4675 
3334 
4675 
3334 
4675 
3334 
4675 
3334 
4675 
3334 
4675 
3334 
4675 
3334 
4675 
3 103 
2517 
3 103 
3103 
3103 
3103 
Step 
3 
5044 
3698 
5 044 
3698 
4794 
3453 
4794 
3453 
4794 
3453 
4794 
3453 
4794 
3453 
4794 
3453 
4794 
3453 
4794 
322 1 
2636 
322 1 
322 1 
322 1 
3221 
Timers, Ticket Takers, Ticket Sellers, Announcers and Scorekeepers at athletic events: $46.82 per day 
Coaches salaries will be prorated by length of season when necessary. 
Extracurricular Pay Schedule 
2008-2009 
SCHEDULE D 
A. CLASS I -- $1,727/year 
a) Yearbook 
b) School treasurer, high school 
c) Stage manager, high school 
d) Activities coordinator, high school 
e) Senior Class advisor 
CLASS I1 -- $1,242/year 
a) Debating Society 
b) Dramatics 
c) Choral, orchestra and musical productions 
d) Student newspaper 
e) School treasurer, middle school 
f) Stage manager, middle school 
g) Activities coordinator, middle school 
h) Elementary safety patrol 
i) Junior Class advisor 
CLASS 111 - $739/year 
a) Honor society 
b) Student council 
c) Sophomore and Freshman Class advisor 
CLASS IV - $505/year 
a) Student clubs and organizations 
b) Elementary cheerleader 
B. The Building Committee and the Principal of each building will determine which of the above positions will 
exist in their respective buildings. 
C. 1.  Chaperones will receive $37.00 per day for non-overnight events 
2. For overnight events, chaperones will receive $75.40 plus the established per diem rate. 
3. Only those staff members authorized by the principal in advance of an event to chaperone such event 
shall be eligible for chaperone pay. 
4. Claims for chaperone services must be submitted by the teacher to the principal within ten days of the 
event chaperoned. 
5. Payment for chaperone services shall be subject to rules established by both parties. 
The Head Teacher of the Center for Young Parents shall receive an additional $4,774 per annum. 
Lunch and Morning Duty Pay Schedule 
2008-2009 
SCHEDULE E 
LUNCH DUTY 
If the need for lunchroom supervision by teachers is deemed by the administration to be necessary in a school, pay for 
such duty shall be $2,707 for the school year for one half-hour of duty per school day, and prorated accordingly. 
MORNING DUTY 
If the need for morning supervision by teachers is deemed by the administration to be necessary in a school, pay for such 
duty shall be $2,099 for the school year for one half-hour of duty per school day, and prorated accordingly. 
Department Chairpersons 
2008-2009 
SCHEDULE F 
Department chairpersons shall be paid annual stipends of $1,083 at the secondary level, provided they are scheduled to 
have one additional unassigned period per day; if they do not have one additional unassigned period in their daily 
schedules, they shall receive a $3,245 annual stipend for serving as department chairpersons. Department chairpersons 
serving at the elementary level shall receive annual stipends of $3,245. 
Performing and Fine Arts Pay Schedule 
2008-2009 
Schedule G 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 
Marching Band Director $4,195 
Asst. Director $3,147 
Color Guard.lTwirler $2,099 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS (minimum of two or more productions annually): 
Drama Director $4,195 
Asst. Director $3,147 
Orchestra Director $1,571 per production, maximum 2 
Choral Director $13 7 1 per production, maximum 2 
Stage Director $1,04 1 per production, maximum 2 
Choreographer $1,04 1 per production, maximum 2 
Technical Director $1,04 1 per production, maximum 2 
Positions in the above schedule shall exist only if agreed upon by the Principal and Building Committee; once agreed, the 
necessary school budget funds shall be provided. 
NIAGARA FALLS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
TEACHERS SALARY SCHEDULE A 
STEP 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
B.A. 
36950 
37342 
37736 
38539 
39689 
4084 1 
41693 
43806 
45715 
46867 
46867 
46867 
48018 
51011 
5092 1 
52 163 
70563 
TO THIS SCHEDULE ADD: 
1. Each master's degree $3500 
2. Doctor's degree $3848 
3. $504 differential for exceptional education teachers employed prior to September 1, 1973 
4. $7262 differential for school psychologists 
5. N.Y.S.U.T. group Legal Services plan 
Supplementary Instructional Salary Schedule 
2009-201 0 
SCHEDULE B 
Adult Education 
(Adult basic educationhigh school equivalency; job skills training; external diploma programs) 
$39.64 per hour 
Teaching Assistants 
$25,609 per year 
Day-Time Home Teacher 
$41.85 per hour 
To qualify for the rate provided herein, Day-time Home Teachers shall be those teachers who are engaged in 
home instruction for at least forty hours per pay period, including travel time fiom home assignment to home 
assignment. Such teachers shall receive the same medical and life insurance benefits as other teachers in the 
unit, plus ten days of non-cumulative sick leave per year. Service in this position shall not count toward tenure. 
Intramural Sports 
$32.83 per hour first year 
$35.62 per hour second year 
$40.33 per hour third year 
Service in different positions shall be interchangeable for salary credit purposes, except in the case of home 
teaching, adult education, apprentice training and trade-extension teaching, service in which shall entitle the 
teacher to salary increments only in the same position. 
SUMMER Curriculum Personnel, Summer Helping Teacher, Pre-School Orientation Workshop, Home 
Teacher, Summer Swimming and after School and Saturday Swimming Teacher, Summer School Teacher, 
Guidance Counselor, Apprentice Training and Trade Extension Teacher, Staff Development 
$35.1 8 per hour first year 
$36.49 per hour second year 
$37.81 per hour third year and thereafter 
$40.34 per hour head teacher 
$40.34 per hour counselor in charge of Adult Education Welfare Training Program 
Activity 
TIER I 
Football, varsity 
Asst. 
Track, varsity 
Asst. 
TIER I1 
Swimming, varsity 
Asst. 
Cheer Leader Advisor 
Asst. 
Soccer, varsity 
Asst. 
Basketball, varsity 
Asst. 
Wrestling, varsity 
Asst. 
Baseball, varsity 
Asst. 
Softball, varsity 
Asst. 
Faculty Manager, NFHS LSHS 
TIER 111 
Volleyball, varsity 
Asst. 
Golf 
Cross Country 
Bowling 
Tennis 
Athletic Pay Schedule 
2009-201 0 
SCHEDULE C 
Step 
1 
4949 
3562 
4949 
3562 
4692 
3311 
4692 
3311 
4692 
331 1 
4692 
331 1 
4692 
3311 
4692 
3311 
4692 
3311 
4692 
3073 
2469 
3073 
3073 
3073 
3073 
Step 
2 
5072 
3686 
5072 
3686 
4815 
3434 
48 15 
3434 
48 15 
3434 
4815 
3434 
4815 
3434 
48 15 
3434 
4815 
3434 
4815 
3 196 
2592 
3 196 
3 196 
3196 
3196 
Step 
3 
5195 
3 809 
5 195 
3 809 
493 8 
3557 
4938 
3557 
4938 
3557 
4938 
3557 
4938 
3557 
493 8 
3557 
4938 
3557 
4938 
3318 
2715 
3318 
33 18 
3318 
3318 
Timers, Ticket Takers, Ticket Sellers, Announcers and Scorekeepers at athletic events: $48.23 per day 
Coaches salaries will be prorated by length of season when necessary. 
Extracurricular Pay Schedule 
2009-2010 
SCHEDULE D 
A. CLASS I -- $1,778/year 
a) Yearbook 
b) School treasurer, high school 
c) Stage manager, high school 
d) Activities coordinator, high school 
e) Senior Class advisor 
CLASS I1 -- $1,28O/year 
a) Debating Society 
b) Dramatics 
c) Choral, orchestra and musical productions 
d) Student newspaper 
e) School treasurer, middle school 
f) Stage manager, middle school 
g) Activities coordinator, middle school 
h) Elementary safety patrol 
i) Junior Class advisor 
CLASS I11 - $761/year 
a) Honor society 
b) Student council 
c) Sophomore and Freshman Class advisor 
CLASS IV - $520/year 
a) Student clubs and organizations 
b) Elementary cheerleader 
B. The Building Committee and the Principal of each building will determine which of the above positions will 
exist in their respective buildings. 
C. 1. Chaperones will receive $38.00 per day for non-overnight events 
2. For overnight events, chaperones will receive $77.66 plus the established per diem rate. 
3. Only those staff members authorized by the principal in advance of an event to chaperone such event 
shall be eligible for chaperone pay. 
4. Claims for chaperone services must be submitted by the teacher to the principal within ten days of the 
event chaperoned. 
5. Payment for chaperone services shall be subject to rules established by both parties. 
The Head Teacher of the Center for Young Parents shall receive an additional $4,917per annum. 
Lunch and Morning Duty Pay Schedule 
2009-2010 
SCHEDULE E 
LUNCH DUTY 
If the need for lunchroom supervision by teachers is deemed by the administration to be necessary in a school, pay for 
such duty shall be $2,788 for the school year for one half-hour of duty per school day, and prorated accordingly. 
MORNING DUTY 
If the need for morning supervision by teachers is deemed by the administration to be necessary in a school, pay for such 
duty shall be $2,162 for the school year for one half-hour of duty per school day, and prorated accordingly. 
Department Chairpersons 
SCHEDULE F 
Department chairpersons shall be paid annual stipends of $1,115 at the secondary level, provided they are scheduled to 
have one additional unassigned period per day; if they do not have one additional unassigned period in their daily 
schedules, they shall receive a $3,343 annual stipend for serving as department chairpersons. Department chairpersons 
serving at the elementary level shall receive annual stipends of $3,343. 
Performing and Fine Arts Pay Schedule 
2009-201 0 
Schedule G 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 
Marching Band Director $4,32 1 
Asst. Director $3,241 
Color GuardlTwirler $2,162 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS (minimum of two or more productions annually): 
Drama Director 1 
Asst. Director $3,24 1 
Orchestra Director $1,6 18 per production, maximum 2 
Choral Director $1,6 18 per production, maximum 2 
Stage Director $1,073 per production, maximum 2 
Choreographer $1,073 per production, maximum 2 
Technical Director $1,073 per production, maximum 2 
Positions in the above schedule shall exist only if agreed upon by the Principal and Building Committee; once agreed, the 
necessary school budget funds shall be provided. 
(1) ACADEMIC STUDY HALLS 
It is hereby agreed, effective this date, that those teachers who volunteer for Academic Studv Halls will do so under the following 
conditions: 
1) said study hall will not be considered a sixth teaching period as spelled out in Article 7.6.3. 
2) no overload will occur for other teachers because of said Academic Study Halls. 
3) the District will make every effort to rotate assignments for other teachers. 
4) teachers volunteering for Academic Study Halls will also have roll-call duties. 
5 teachers volunteering for Academic Study Halls will have only one (1) assigned duty in the first semester and only 
one (1) assigned duty in the second semester. 
6) the following is an example schedule for teachers volunteering for Academic Study Halls: 
SEMESTER I SEMESTER 11 
1. Roll-call Roll-call 
2. 1 Duty Assignment 1 Duty Assignment 
3. 2 Preparation (duty free) 2 Preparation (duty free) 
periods periods 
4. 1 Lunch 
5. 5 Teaching Periods 
1 Lunch 
5 Teaching Periods 
(2) SECONDARY SPECIAL EDUCATION ASSIGNMENTS 
It is hereby agreed that Article 7.6 and 7.63 of the current Board-NFT agreement shall apply to teachers of special education who are 
assigned to secondary schools and that their schedules shall be made out accordingly, with the following exceptions: 
1. the above mentioned provisions shall not apply to the Middle School, except as provided in the separately negotiated 
Middle School agreements; 
2. Article 7.6.2 shall not apply; 
3. there shall be no subject matter periods or assigned duty periods specified in the secondary special education teachers' 
schedules; the student contact time shall, however, be the equivalent, including teaching periods and assigned duties, of 
the student contact time of other secondary teachers under Article 7.6 and 7.6.3; 
4. none of these agreements shall supersede any requirements appearing in the 1.E.P.s of the special education teachers. 
(3) RETIREMENT INCENTIVE 
It is hereby agreed, effective this date, that those who will be 55 in a given school year and who wish to retire prior to July 1 of the 
succeeding school year and still be eligible to receive the benefits provided in the above mentioned Article, may submit notice of their 
intended date of retirement by August 1. The District shall honor such requests for earlier retirement unless, in its judgment and 
determination, certified and qualified replacements for the resultant vacancies are not available. 
(4) INSURANCE FOR RETIRED TEACHERS 
It is hereby agreed that teachers who have retired fiom the Niagara Falls City School District under the provisions of Amcle 11 
(eleven) of the New York State Education Law (Teachers Retirement System) and whose health insurance coverage as provided by 
the Board under Article 45 of the current Agreement between the Board of Education and The Niagara Falls Teachers has been 
discontinued upon eligibility for Medicare, shall be permitted to participate at their own expense in the Board's program of health 
insurance for retirees, under the following conditions: 
1. the NFT shall be responsible to collect and remit to the Board all premiums and other charges payable for those 
participating in this plan. All individual premium payments shall be made to the NFT, according to procedures 
specified and communicated by the NFT. 
2. the gross total of all premiums received shall be paid by the NFT to the Board of Education on a quarterly basis. 
all such payments shall be made by the fust day of the first month of each calendar quarter. Late payments shall 
not be accepted and shall result in discontinuance of coverage for the entire quarterly period for all participants 
whose premiums are included in such late quarterly premium payments. 
3. the Board and the NFT shall reserve the right to withdraw from this agreement on 30 days' notice to the other party. 
4. this arrangement is subject to the approval and requirements of all insurance carriers providing such coverage. 
(5) FAMILY MEDICAL LEAVE ACT 
The Board of Education shall implement procedures effective January 5, 1994 to assume compliance with The Federal Family and 
Medical Leave Act. All current allowable paid leaves may be taken and or depleted before the unpaid leaves commence. All current 
unpaid leaves remain in force. In addition, medical benefits shall be continued during the fust twelve (12) weeks of unpaid leave for 
purposes of child rearing or adoption or caring for a family member with a serious health condition. 
(6) ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL 
Appointment to all positions at the Alternative School shall be made as Teacher on Special Assignment with all rights, privileges, and 
responsibilities as per the written agreement between the Niagara Falls Teachers and the Board of Education. 
(7) MAGNET SCHOOL 1993-94 
It is hereby agreed as follows: 
Teachers of kindergarten through Grade 5 in the current Harry F. Abate and 60th Street Elementary Schools shall have the right 
to remain at said schools if they wish to teach in the forthcoming Magnet School programs and participate in in-service training 
required therefore. 
Anyone who participates in this Magnet Program must take the related in-service training when offered. 
If vacancies remain after all current site staff volunteers have been given their preferences and have been assigned to the Magnet 
site, other teachers of pre-kindergarten through Grade 5 elsewhere in the district may volunteer to participate in this program and 
shall be given seniority preference in the transfer process. A list of those whose requests could not be accommodated will be 
retained for use in filling subsequent vacancies in order of seniority. 
If vacancies in the site continue to exist after Steps 2 and 3 have been completed, said vacancies will be announced to 
involuntary transferees in the district and transferred according to the negotiated involuntary transfer procedures. 
If, after one year of service in the Magnet Program, a teacher wishes to transfer out of the program, the teacher will be given 
the rights of an involuntary transferee pursuant to negotiated transfer procedures. 
(8) FACULTY MEETINGS 
It is hereby understood that Section 7.4.1, permitting "three (3) workdays' notice" of faculty meetings, is intended to mean that in the 
event such meetings are called on Thursdays, notice may be given no later than Monday, notwithstanding sub-paragraph (b) of the 
same section, which requires notice no later than Friday. It is agreed that this latter requirement applies only to faculty meetings 
called on Mondays and Tuesdays. 
(9) COMPENSATION FOR ELEMENTARY TEACHERS OVER CLASS SIZE 
It is hereby agreed that the following formula shall be used in determining compensation of elementary teachers for classes exceeding 
the contractual class size maximums: 
The teacher shall receive $8.25 per day for each full-time pupil registered or assigned to the class in excess of the contractual class 
size lime for that class, such payment not to begin until a second full-time pupil has been registered or assigned to the class, in which 
case the aforesaid payment shall be made for each pupil; i.e., $16.50 per day, for as long as both pupils continue to be registered or 
assigned. 
This formula applies to all excesses above contractual class size limits at the elementary level, as provided in the Maple Avenue 
School grievance settlement dated November 14, 1988. 
(10) JOB SHARING 
It is hereby agreed that a teaching position may be filled by more than one certified teacher on a time sharing basis under the following 
conditions: 
1. This agreement applies to tenure teachers only. 
2. The schedule is to be established mutually by the teachers and principals. All job sharing situations will be maintained for 
one school year only. Continuation of a job sharing from one school year to the next must be re-approved. The NFT shall 
receive notification of the action. 
3. Benefits would be pro-rated per individual based upon percentage of the time worked. 
4. Such appointments would preclude the need for a leave of absence. 
5. Incumbent will earn seniority based upon percentage of time worked. 
6. Final decision for such leave is at the discretion of the Superintendent and the Board of Education. 
(1 1) FEATURES OF NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL MODEL (effective 7/1/02) 
1. Daily Schedule: Music Student Day 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m 
Non-Music Student Day - 8:10 a m  - 2:30 p.m. 
Staff Day 7:30 a.m. - 2:35 p.m. 
rn 7 5 5  am - Breakfast for students 
rn 7 Instructional Periods @ 45 minutes each 
rn 3 minute passing time (as per past practice) 
Team planning - 45 minutes for non-music teachers at7:30 am; music teachers inside the instructional day 
rn Band or chorus - 45 minutes at 7:30 am 
Late bus - 3:30pm 
SAMPLE TEACHER SCHEDULES 
(Core Teachers) 
7:30 AM TEAM PLANNING 
8:15 am HOME BASE (roll call) 
1 8:23 AM ASSIGNED DUTY 
2 9:lOAM CLASS 
3 9:57AM CLASS 
4 10:45 AM UNASSIGNED PERIOD 
5 ll:33 AM CLASS 
6 12:21 PM LUNCH 
7 1254 PM CLASS 
8 1:42 PM CLASS 
2:30 PM SUPERVlSION STUDENT DISMISSAL 
2:35 PM TEACHER OFF DUTY 1 
SAMPLE TEACIIER SCHEDULE 
(Music Teacher) 
7:30 AM CLASS(BAND OR CHORUS) 
8: 15 AM HOME BASE (roll call) 
1 8:23 AM CLASS 
2 9:lOAM CLASS 
3 9:57 AM DEPARTMENT PLANNING 
4 10:45 AM ASSIGNED DUTY 
5 ll :33AM LUNCH 
6 12:06 AM CLASS 
7 1254  PM CLASS 
8 1 :42 PM UNASSIGNED PERIOD 
2:30 PM SUPERVISION STUDENT DISMISSAL 
2:35 PM TEACHERS OFF DUTY 
SAMPLE STUDENT SCHEDULE 4/12/02 
GRADE 8 
Flex 
HB 
GRADE 6 GRADE 7 
7:30 AM - 8:10 AM Team Planning 7:30 AM - 8:10 AM Team 
Planning 
Flex Flex 7:30 AM - 8: 10 AM Team 
Planning 
Band or Chorus Band or Chorus 
8:30 AM - 9:07 AM (45) 
Band or Chorus 
8:30 AM - 9:07 AM (45) 
Math Language Arts 
Social Studies 
957 AM - 10:42 AM (45) 
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(14) 90 + CLOCK HOURS 
The Niagara Falls City School District by its Superintendent of Schools and the Niagara Falls Teachers by its President agree as 
follows: 
1. Effective in the 1999-2000 school year, and concurrent with the 2000 - 2003 NFT Contract, NFT Members with above 90 
hours who complete clock hours (per schedule below) of Professional Development, occurring beyond the school day 
between July 1 and June 1, will receive a career credit payment. 
2. Furthermore, this is a yearly stipend not added to the salary schedule. It is not mandatory and the coursework will be 
approved in advance and monitored by the Policy Board of the Teacher Center and the Administrator for Human Resources. 
10 Clock Hours = $1,000 
15 Clock Hours = $1,500 
20 Clock Hours = $2,000 
(15) PERSONNEL AT NEW HIGH SCHOOL 
Concerning the reassignment of personnel to the new high school for school year 2000 - 200 1, it is hereby agreed that: 
1. All personnel currently assigned to and represented by the NFT at Niagara Falls Senior High and LaSalle Senior High 
Schools will be reassigned to the new high school. 
2. Personnel being reassigned to the new high school for school year 2000 - 200 1 shall have preference to all open 
positions for which they are certified and be appointed over those seeking voluntary transfer or reassignment and over 
new appointees. 
3. A list of all known open positions (represented by NFT) in the school system for school year 2000-2001 shall be made 
available on June 1,2000 to all personnel being reassigned to the new high school. Within ten days of receipt of said 
list, personnel may transfer by seniority to a desired position for which they are certified and appointed. 
4. A list will be established of all other employees represented by NFT who wish to voluntarily transfer to vacancies in the 
new high school for which they are certified and appointed, but for which there are not enough vacancies in the 2000 - 
2001 year. Those employees must communicate their desire to transfer by May 1,2000. Future vacancies will be filled 
by these voluntary transferees by seniority until the Iist is exhausted. Declination of a position for which one is certified 
and appointed will result in removal from the list. 
5 .  Immediately following the 2000 - 2001 school year, those wishing to transferhid out of the new high school will be 
treated as involuntary transferees in accordance with rights granted them in Article 14 of the current Board-NFT 
Agreement. 
(16) METAL DETECTOR POLICY 
It is hereby agreed that the following procedures will be implemented in the application of the District's newly adopted metal detector 
policy as it relates to employees represented by the NFT Union. 
1. Staff members shall be given prior notification of any search that may be conducted in the school building. The prior 
notification shall consist of placing a special icon for the specific school on the District electronic network by 4:00 P.M. 
on the school day prior to a five (5) day period when a search could be conducted. The search will then be conducted on 
any of the next five (5) school days succeeding the notification of the electronic network. 
In case of any emergency preventing the placing of a notice on the electronic network by 4:00 P.M. on the date prior to 
the five (5) day period, the NFT Union President, or hisher designee, will be notified as soon as is practical that the 
search will be conducted on the following day and the search will then be conducted in accordance with the Metal 
Detector Policy and this Agreement. 
2. A search of the staff members will be conducted by an administrator at a separate entrance from that of the students and 
other persons, all of who are subject to the search under the Metal Detector Policy. 
3. The search will be conducted in accordance with the Metal Detector Policy, provided however, if the detector is 
activated two times the teacher has the option to either; 
(i) submit to a physical search of hisfher person and/or property which will be conducted by a 
police officer or someone other than school personnel; or 
(ii) not submit to a search of hdher person andlor property, in which case the staff member will not 
be permitted in the building and shall lose one personal business day or, if the staff member has 
no remaining personal business days, one personal illness day, OR two (2) personal business 
days or two (2) personal illness days if the search is conducted on the day before or the day after 
a holiday. 
4. A union representative shall be present during any search under the Metal Detector Policy provided however, that if 
notice is given on the District's electronic network or if the Union is notified in case of emergency as herein provided 
and a Union representative is unavailable or fails to be present, the search shall, nonetheless, continue in accordance 
with the Metal Detector Policy and this Agreement. 
5 .  If an unauthorized weapon andor illegal item andor unauthorized substance is found to be in the possession of the staff 
member or in hisfher personal property, the staff member andor the appropriate person conducting the search shall 
remove it before the staff member is allowed to enter the building. 
If the item(s) islare not removed, the staff member shall not be permitted to enter the building andor if the teacher is 
subject to any criminal process so as to prevent himher from entering the building, the staff member shall lose personal 
business andor personal illness days as provided in paragraph 3 (ii) herein. 
(17) TEAM LEADERS/SELECTION PROCESS AND STIPENDS 
M.O.A. DATED 12/21/88 
SELECTION PROCESS: Team Leaders will be selected by vote of each teacher on the team plus the principal. The vote 
will be taken annually and no teacher can succeed himlherself for more than two (2) years if 
another team member wants the position. 
STLPENED: Team Leaders shall be paid a stipend the same as an Elementary Department Chairperson or a 
Secondary Department Chairperson with no additional unassigned period. 
(18) REASSIGNMENT OF PERSONNEL TO THE NEW MIDLE SCHOOL CONFIGURATION 
FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2002 - 2003 
M.O.A. DATED 08/19/02 
Concerning the reassignment of personnel to the new middle school configuration for the school year 2002 - 
2003, it is hereby agreed that: 
All personnel currently assigned to and represented by the NFT at Gaskill Middle School, LaSalle Middle School, 
and Niagara Middle School will be reassigned to their current schools. 
Personnel currently assigned to the three middle schools for the school year 2002 - 2003 shall have preference to 
all open positions for which they are certified and be appointed over those seeking voluntary transfers or 
reassignment and over new appointees. 
A list of all lcnown open positions (represented by NFT) in the school system for the school year 2002 - 2003 
shall be made available on or about June 1,2002 to all personnel being reassigned to the new middle school 
configuration. Within ten days of receipt of said list, personnel may transfer by seniority to a desired position for 
which they are certified and appointed. 
A list will be established of all other employees represented by NFT who wish to voluntarily transfer to vacancies 
in the middle schools for which they are certified and appointed, but for which there are not enough vacancies in 
the 2002 - 2003 year. Those employees must communicate their desire to transfer within 10 days after 
ratification of the document. Future vacancies will be filled by these voluntary transferees by seniority until the 
list is exhausted. Declination of a position for which one is certified and appointed will result in removal from the 
list. 
Immediately following the 2002 - 2003 school year, those wishing to transferhid out of the middle schools will 
be treated as involuntary transferees in accordance with rights granted them in Article 14 of the current Board- 
NFT agreement. 
(1 9) NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION 
M.O.A. DATED 11/21/05 
It is hereby agreed that a one time stipend of $ 5,000 will be awarded to individuals upon completion and documentation 
of National Board Certification. 
(20) NIAGARA FALLS HIGH SCHOOL FLEX SCHEDULE 
M.O.A. DATED 11/21/05 
Niagara Falls High School will offer an early flex and late flex schedule - early flex 7:20 A.M. to 2: 15 P.M. (Omod/7:30 - 
8:05 a.m.) and late flex 9:05 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. (13'~ mod/3:10 - 355  p.m.) 
(21) HYDE PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TIMES 
M.O.A. DATED 12/08/06 
It is hereby agreed that for the contract period 2006 - 201 0 the hours for staff assigned to Hyde Park Elementary School 
will be 8: 15 A.M. to 2:40 P.M. 
INDEX 
TOPIC - - - - ARTICLE -
- -  
PAGES 
- 
/Adult - -  Education - -  
. - - - ~  . 
Art. - 37 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -- 
----p-p-----.p ~.~ - - - -~ ~ . ~ - ~ -... 
Bereavement Days Article 22.3, 22.4, & 22.5 20 
-- - . ~- . -- . ~ . . ~- . -~ ~ ~ -~~ ~ ~ - -  ~ ~ . ~ . - 
~- - - ~ . ~ ----- -- -- -- ~ -~ .~ . ~ . ~A 
Building Committee Article 5 5 
-~~ .- -. -- -- -- - . -- 
representation - --- Article 5.1 - -- 5 ~ 
meeting numberltime .. - Articles ---- 5.1.2, 5.1.3, 5.1.6, A-. 5.1.7 -- ~ .. 5 . 
draft school rules/regulations 'Article 5.1.6 _ 5 
t - - - - - - 
~ ----- - -  
~ * ~ - 
Child Rearing Leave ~ ~- of Absence ~ ~~ Article23.17, 23.17.1. M.O.A.(5) ~ - ----  ~ 21,60 ~ 
:lass Size 
.- - -- 
;M.O.A (9) 60 -- -. -- - - -- - - -  - - -  - . . . - 
pre-K - 12 & special subjects Article 8.1, 8.2 ~~ 9 
- -- 
study halls -- Article 8.2.1 
--- 
9 
~ ~~ ~ 
combination classes 
-- -- - .- - - - . . .- 
Article 8.3 9 
- -. . . - . -- 
soecial education classes Article 8.4 9 
- ~ ~ - -  
Combination Classes 
-- 
-. 
:Article 16.5.1, 16.5.2, 16.5.3 ~~~ .. 15 ~ - 
combination created Article 16.5.1 15 - -  - ~ 
~~ .-PA.---- -~ - -~ -~ ~~ 
combination dissolved 
-- - . ~~ - Article 16.5.1 ~ ~ ~ 15 - 
consecutive combinations -~ eliminated Article 16.5.2 -. . 15 
- ~ - ~ 
~rtim.4.i M.O.A. (8) 7,60 Department Meet in~ls-  - -  -. . .- 
NFT CONTRACT INDEX 
INDEX 
bependent -- - - -- -- Child - - Care - - - - 
see payroll deductions I - -- - - Article 48 - - - -  
- 
Schedule A 
+- - -- 
_ - - - -  I - _ - _  - ~ ~ ~~ 
Elementary - Special ~ Subjects - ~- ~ - - ~- Articles7.1.3,7.1.6,7.1.7,7.4,7.5,7.6.1 ~~ ~- . - 7 -  10,25 -. - - ~- I- 7.14, 7.18.1, 8.5, 9.1 - 9.4, 10.1,27.6 - - -- ~~--- -- -  -  
~- . - -- .- - 
Evaluation/Teacher Article -- 18 17 
.- -  -- - - -  . , -. - -- -- 
written response ;Article 18.1.4 ~ 17 -- -
probationary teachers ~ r t i c l e  18.2 - 18.2.2 17 
tenure teachers 
. . -- -- - - - - - - - 
Article 18.3 - 18.3.5 ~ ~- 17 
fair dismissal .-- , ~rt iclel8.4- 1 8.4.3 - - . -  - 17 
- . - -- -. - - 
I~ci l i t ias~use of 
 hi---^ . -- 
Article 20 18 
~- -- -- ~ p-.----p.-----.------------p-- -- 
use of mailboxes 
--- - -- - - - .- . - - -- - ---- - -- pp 
~ ~ -~ 
~ 
Facilitiesrreachers .~ ~ ~ ~~ Article 19 - -  ~ --..- 18 ~~- 
Faculty ~ Meetings 
*- - -. . 
~ f l ~ t i m e  Article 5.1.4 5 . ----- ~ 
number of meetings . -- - ,Article 7.4.1 7 
~ 
department meetings Article 7.4.1 M.O.A. (8) 7,60 
. -. - . - - .  - -- -. - 
2)  NFT CONTRACT INDEX 
INDEX 
- - -- - .. 
- - T--- Article 3.3 - - - 
Article 3.4 
-- - - - -
Article 3.5 
- - - -- - 
Article 3.5.1 
- - ---- 
Article 3.5.2 
-. -- - - 
Article 3.5.3 
- - -  - 
Article 3.5.4 
- - 
- .  
~ -- .. ~ . - ~ ~ . .- -~ 
sick dayslmedical insurance Article 11.3.7, 11.3.8, 11.3.9 12 L - .  . - . - .. . . .  . - . -  .. - ... - - - -~ - . .. .- -~ ---- - -- ~ 
~ - ~ ~ 
Article 30 
L ~ 
Home Teaching ~ .- 
-. . - . - -- - .- . - 
Article 17 - 
- . _  __ 
- - __C__--_. - .  .. - --- - - - -- 
~ Article 30,45, M.0.A (4) - .- - -~ --p-p.p- 27,33 -- 
-- .- -- . -- -- -- .- - - - - 
Gvoluntary Transfers --~ i Article 1 6 15 - 16 
caused by abolition/reduction/senority Article 16.1. 16.1 . l ,  16.1.2 
--
-- 
- - 15 - 
rights to regular substitute positions Article 16.2, 16.2.1, --  16.2.2 - -
- -- 
15 
fill vacant postion by seniority -icle .- ---1 16.4.1 -- - - . - -  - 15 
rights to vacant position in -- building - --. -- ~..-- Article 16.4.2 ~ (a-f) ~ . - .~~ -- 15 .- - 
transfer unnecessary - - ~ ~ - ~  .-  -~ Article 16.4.3 ~ - -  - .- - . . 15 
transfer after September 1 st --~~ Article 16.4.4 ~ - -~ 16 
transfers and combination classes Article 16.5.1, 16.5.2, 16.5.3 ~ -- ~ 16 
transfers and music . l Article 16.6 - -- ~~-~~ 16 
. - - -~ ~ - 
-- .- - - - --- 
- - 
Article 22.2 
- - -- - 
8 
_ _- 
Articles 21, 24,26, M.O.A. (5) 
- - ---- -- 19,23,24.6oP4 
'Article 22 20 
see bereavement days - 
7------ - - - - -- - - - 
see family illness days 
3) NFT CONTRACT INDEX 
INDEX 
see personal business - days 
-- - 
without pay 
of Absence 
-- 
notification 
-- -- - -- -- - - 
see militarv leave 
- - 
see maternity leave 
- - - - -- - - - - - - -- - 
I see child rearing leave 
- -- --- - --- - -- 
C. Sabbatical Leaves - - - - - Article 24 
7 - - --- - -- 
23 
- - 
see sabbatical leaves 
- -  -- - - - + - - -- - - - - - - -- -- - - - - --- I 
~ ~ ~ - - ~ ~  ~ - ~ ~  ~ ~ - ~ -  -~ - ~ 
Length of School Day I . - - Article 7 - - -. --- - ~ . -- - ~~ -~ -~ -~ .-- -~ 7,8, 9 . - - ~ see teaching hourslload - -- - -- --- . ~~ ~ ~ - - - --- - - - -  I 
_i_- 
-~ 
- -- -~ -. - Article 7.17, 7.17.7 ~ -- -- - 9 
i Article 10.1 10 
- - - - - -  -  -  -- - -. - - - - - -- - - - - - - 
k r ' s  Degree Pay -- - - - - - - --- Schedule -  - -- A - - -. - - - -- 39,44, 49, 54 -- - 
-1 
~ 
- ~ - - ~ ---- 
-- 
Article 7.4.1 - 7.4.3 
----- -- -- - - - -- -- - - -- - - - 
facultv I Article 7.4.1 8 L ~ - - - ~ 
department Article 7.4.1 M.O.A. (8) 
Article 7.4.2 
8.50 4 ~ ~ evenina meetinalP/T Conferences 8 
~ ----...-------.p---.p.p.---------- PI Detectors - ~ -- :M.O.A. (16) - -- . - -. - - 
-- - - -. - - -- - -- - - - - 
~ - - ~~ 
P l e  School Teachers ~ .~ - - ~  --.- ~--.- Articles7.1.1~, 7.1.5, 7.6 7, 8, 10, 25 
1 7.6.2, 7.6.3, 10.1,27.6 
- I 
~ -- T---~ 
-- - -- .- -- 
;Article 7.1 1 
-- -- -. 
9 
-- - - - - . ,-  i Article 12.3 - 12 
I 
 egoti ti at ions Article 2 1,2 I 
4) NFT CONTRACT INDEX 
INDEX 
.- - -~ ~ - ~ ~ .  - - - -  .~ 
NFT . 
- - .- - -  
~ ~~- ~ .- - ~ -- ~- 
recognitionlfair practices -- 
copies agendaslrninutes 
attend BOE meetings ~- -~ . 
right to speak 
, -- ~ ~ 
t activities - -- .- -- school visits 
- - 
~%cles720,26213, 34 - - 
- A- - 
1, 18,24,28 - - -  
- -- 35.3-3a,35.11.1,35.15  - - - - 
Article 1 
-- 
1 
- 
- -- 
Article 5.4 
- - .- - - -- 
5 
- - - - -- 
Article 5.4.1 
. - -- 
5 
- --- - 
Article 5.4.3 
+ - 
5 
- 
- - - -  - - - 
~rticles 15.3, 15.8, 21.4.8, 26.2.2 
- 
26.2 .433,  35.10 
- - -. - - - - 
Article 5.3 
- ---- -- - 
~ r t i c l e  53.1- - 
--- -- . ~ .. -.. . ~- - - - 
teachinglnonteaching schedules Article 5.3.3, 5.3.4 r ~ ~~ ~ . - ~ - - - ~  
Article 6.2.1 
+ - - ~  ~. - 
placement notification -- -- -- .. Article 11.1.1, 11.2.1 ~ ~ . 
- ~ -  
~ - - - -  ~ &. .- ~ ~ -- ~ -- ~ ~ ~~ 
Conferences - -  ~ ~ ~ ~ 
.- - - .~ ~pp~ - 
num berlcom pensation - ~ Article 7.4.2 - - ~~ ~ ~ 
Kindergarten - Article 7.1 3 8 
---7----..-.....p---- ~ I 
- - - -- - - -  -- - - - -- -- .- - ---- -- 
- -- -. - - -- - 
,Article 11.3 - 11.3.9 
- 
-- 
Article 7.1 8.1 
1
,Article 7.18.2 
-- -- - - -- -- -. 
Adult Education Article 49 - -& 34 I 
t separate checks D & G p - - - - - --- . - -- - sebarate checks E & F Article 4.2.4 - - - -- - - . . - - Article 4.2.4 
Payroll Deductions Article 38 31 
-p-.pp-p--. ~ ----A -~ ~~ 
Benefit Trust VotelCope. United - - ~  Way Article 38.2.1 ~- - 31 ~ 
Dependent Child - Care ~ . Article ~ 48 - 
..-~ 34  - - - - - . -. -- - -- - - - I 
p~ 
~~--~. -- .  - - . - -- ~ . -- .. ~ 
Business Days - - Article 22.1.1, 22.1.2, ~ 22.1.3 .... 20 
22.1.4,22.1.5 20 
~ - -. - ~ ~ ~ - .~ .- 
-. ~ -~ -~ 
C ~ n a l  Injury - Article 27 . .- -- 
-- - - - -- - - - -- - -- +-- 
----- -- + 
week (elementary) 
- -- - - -- - 
Article 7.1.4(b), 7.16 
v-- -- -- -- - - -- -- -- -- - - - -- -. - - (elementary) Article 7.6.1, 7.16 8 
.- - -- -- - - - - 1 special subject teachers -- - I Article 9.4 --- 
-_ _ - 
10 
-I 
-- - -. . -- -- - - - ,_ _ 
Article 5. 5.3 - 5.4.3 
~p- ~ .--.--.p-p--.-- ~ 5 
,'Article 5.3.1 5 
-- - 
assian onlv teachina duties :Article 5.3.4 5 
- - -- 
NFT CONTRACT INDEX 
INDEX 
Pupil service Assistants ::: 
- 
Article 7.2.1 
schedule - --- A
-- 
Article 22.6 
- - - - 
-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- -  - - -- - -- - --  
- -- - - -  - . - - - - - -  - 
Article 12.5 - 
- - -  - 
12 
- 
see retirement health benefits --- -
- - - - - - - -- - - --- - - - 
see Terminal pay - -- Article 4 3 -  -- 
-+ - - - -- - - 
32 
- - - 
- - -- - - - - - - - - +- - -- - - - - -. -- - -- -- - + - -- - - - - - - - - 
-- 
I Article 24 23 
-- --- 
----- 
Article 6.2.3 
Salary Credit ~ -- -- .. . ~ 
~- - 
prior Service (outside ~ district) ~ .-- Article 11.2, 11.2.1, 11.2.2 ~ ~ 10 - 
half-time teaching Article 1 1.2.3 . 10 -- 
substituting 160 days 
p~
-- - 1- !Article 1 1.2.4 11 _t___-p_ - ._  vocation ex~erience Article 6 
Salary Increments -. - -  .- Article 36 ~ 30 ~ 
deadlines I- Article 36.2.2 ~ .- - ~ -- 30 
Salary Schedules 
- 
~ - -  . .  --pp-p--- ~.. -- --~ 
Schedule A 2006-07,2007-08, 2008-09,2009-10 39,44, 49, 54 
~ -.--------p-pp-p---- ---- 
Schedule 6 Supplementary Instructional 2006-07,2007-08, 2008-09,2009-10 -- . - - - - -- 40,45, 50, 55 ~-~ 
Schedule C (~thlet6 Pay) - . -- -. 2006-07,2007-08,2008-09,2009-10 ---A ..-~ 41,46,51, 56 
- Schedule D (Extracurricular) -. -- -- 2006-07,2007-08,2008-09,2009-10 ~ 42, 47, 52,57 
Schedule E (LunchlMorning Duty) ,2006-07,2007-08,2008-09,2009-10 
7 -  
43,48, 53, 58 
~ -- 
- Schedule F (Department Chairpersons) + 2006-07,2007-08,2008-09,2009-10 . . -- - : . 43,48,53, 58 
- .- 
Schedule G-(~erformingl~ine - -- Arts) - - - -. 2006-07,2007-08,2008-09,2009-10 43, 48, 53, 58 
Independent Study Monitors ~- ~- Article 52 ~~ 38 
.- Pupil service Assistants (10112 month) Article 51 .- . -~ 36 
Teachina Assistants Schedule 6 40. 45. 50. 55 
- -- -~t-- ~~ ~ -- 
;Article 21.4 - 21.4.10 
--- - . - --  --  - - 
30 consecutive Davs 
1 60 days each year 1 
NFT CONTRACT INDEX 
INDEX 
p~ ~ ~- -~ ~ ~ ~ - -~ .. .. ~ . - ~ -  - . - ... 
Sick Bank cont- ~ ~ ~ . 
-~ -. -- - , ~ -p-p ~- ~~~ ~ 
120 days three-year span 
. ~ ---- -- 
-~ - .  . -~ -- - - .  ~ ~. .~ ~ . -  
after sick leave depleated 
- .~ - - - . . ~  -. ~ ~~ ~ ~ I ~ ~~ ~- ~.~ 
~~. - ~ ~- ~ ~ ---- -- ~ .- .. 
!Article 9 
~ 10 ~ 
Times - 
~- b i~rticle 9.3, 7.1.7 ~ ~ ~ ~- - 
Preoaration time Article 9.4 10 
---C-- - - --A- 
Article 25 -- - -  
-- -- 
I Article 1 1.2.4 
-- 
1 
-- -. - -  - . -~ -- - -  - - - -. 
1-g nment ~~ '~rticle 12 ~ 
l2 -I 
- --- - - -- -- - -- - -- - - , 
Assignments (TSA) !~rticle 15.1 1.2 - 14 
--- - 
I 
- _ _  - - -  - - - - - - - -- 
I 
p----.;.l ~;-; -- 
Teaching Hourslload ,Article 7 ~ 71 
~ 
. ----- ~ ~ . .  ~ 
high school - TArtic~e 7.1.2 ' ' ~ . .~ 
Hyde Park .-.- IM.0.A. (21) - -- -  
special subject areas pp.p.-..- -- !Article 7.1.3. 9.3 
special class teachers ~ Article 7.1.6 
~- .- - --- .- 7 
social workerslpsychologists I.----- i~rticle 7.2.1 ~ 7 
- . - L - - - - . . - - ~ - ~ -  
I I -- ^ -- --- - - - - - . - -  - - - . -- -  - --- - -. - - - - -- - - Team Leaders M.O.A. (1 7) 65 1 
I election I 
+Article 43 
.. -  - . -- - - -- -. - - 
inal Leave Pay 32 1 
7) NFT CONTRACT INDEX 
INDEX 
- - - 
- -- - - - - -  . - - - 
Article 43.1 - 43.2 
-- 
32 
- 
Article 43.3 32 
~r6cle  43.5- 43.5.2, 4 3 6  32 
~rticle 43.71 (1 -5) 32 
- 
- 
Article 31 
- - 
- - 
- 
Article 13 - 16 
- - 
12, 13, 14, 15 
see involuntarylreasignment .- - - Article -- 16 - 15 
see invo~untary/abolition/reduction -- -- - Article 14 13 
see voluntary - - Article --- 13 - 12 
Article 7.12.1 
>- -- - - - - - - - - - - - 
Article 7.12.2 
NFT CONTRACT INDEX 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals this 
day of June 2006 
h k  President 
- 
~u~erinte ident  of Schools 
President 
